re 


c 

7? 


O 

o 

o 
to 

M 


^7 
> 


to 
r 


i 


1 


Kentucky 

Ancestral  Homes 
Washington  County  Park 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 

7/.  2-DOf  .oSS  sSasz 


it  iij,  188G.  —SIXTEEN 


LINCOLN  AS  PIONEER. 


Beg-iuu      of  What  Piomiees  to  Be 
Great  Captain's  Standard  Life. 


the 


New  Light  That  Comes  in  Rlfti  Through  the 
Wilderness  Where  an  Uututored  lloy 
Breathed  tho  AU-  Thut  Maiio 
Ulia  Love  Liberty.^ 

>Vu\ddc\hV  -  o  \\CV./ 

\\  hut  promises  vto  be  the  standard  life  ot 
Abraham  Lincoln,  is  begun  in  the  Century  that 
comes  out  to-morrow.  Thut  John  llay  aud 
John  Nicolay  are  tlie  writers  must  be  by  this 
time  known  to  everybody  at  all  likely  to  be  in- 
terested, but  as  yet  uo  one  has  seen  specimens 
ot  their  work.  These  specimens  ure  now  pre- 
sented, and  from  them  the  reader  surely  may 
gain  what  lie  wishes— both  insight  into  Nicolay 
and  Hay's  way  of  handling  things,  ami  t  lie  new 
light  they  turn  on  as  to  the  great  captain's 
youth.    This  is  their  very  btart: 

In  1780  Abraham  Lincoln,  a  member  of  a 
respectable  and  well-to-do  family  in  Iloeking- 
ham  County,  Virginia,  started  westward  to  es- 
tablish himself  with  his  wife  and  live  children 
iu  the  newly  explored  country  of  Kentucky, 
lie  was  u  man  ot  some  substance,  possessing  at 
one  time  a  large  and  fer- 
tile tract  of  land  about 
eight  miles  North  of  Har- 
risonburg. It  seemed  lor 
many  years  impossible  to 
ascertain  how  he  lost,  or 
what  were  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to 
abandon  this  valuable 
■rVT  s3r\  property.  The  records  be-  I 
(Sr  a<ftMj:^Sa^  longing  to  that  portion  of 
>■  the  family  which  re-  f 
Jmaincd  in  Virginia  were  • 
fl  destroyed  in  the  civil  war, 
and  tlie  branch  which  . 
moved  to  Kentucky  passed 
through  a  period  of  illit- 
ahkauaji  Lincoln,  eracy  which,  though  it 

was  brief,  interrupted  the  ■ 
memory  and  record  of  their  descent.  There 
are  hundreds  of  families  iu  the  West, 
bearing  historic  names  and  probably  de- 
scended iroin  well-known  houses  iu  the 
East  <>r  in  England,  which,  by  passing 
tli rough  one  or  two  generations  of  ancestors 
who  could  not  read  nor  write,  have  lost  their 
connection  with  the  past  as  effectually  as  if  a 
deluge  had  intervened  between  the  last  Cen- 
tury and  this.  Even  the  patronymic  is  fre- 
quently distorted  beyond  recognition  by  slov- 
enly pronunciation  during  the  years  when 
reading  and  writing  were  lost  arts,  und  by  the 
phonetic  spelling  of  the  first  boy  in  the  family 
who  learned  the  use  of  the  pen.  There  are 
Liucolns  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  belong- 
ing to  the  same  stock  with  the  President  whoso 
names  are  spelled  "Linkhurn"  und  "Link- 
hern." 

THE  LINCOLN'S  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 
All  that  was  known  of  this  emigrant  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  by  his  immediate  desceu dant.s 
was  that  his  progenitors,  who  were  Quakers, 
came  from  Berks  County,  Pa.,  into  Vir- 
ginia, and  there  throve  aud  prospered.  But 
the  investigations  ot  several  eager  genealogists 
have  since  established  a  strong  probability 
thai  lie  whs  descended  irom  the  Massachusetts 
family  of  the  same  name,  who  settled  about 
the  year  lii.'JS  at  Jlingham,  and  who  came 
originally  from  tlie  county  ot'  Norfolk  in  the 
old  country.  The  first  ancestor  of  this  line, 
of  whom  we  have  knowledge,  was  Samuel  Lin- 
coln, of  Norwich,  England;  lie,  dying  in  Hing< 
ham  Mass.,  left  a  son,  Murdecai,  whose 
son,  of  the  same  name,  removed  to 
Monmouth,  N.  J.,  and  thence  to  Amity 
Township,  now  a  part  oi  Perks  County,  I'ft., 
where  he  died  about  17X">,  SO  years  old.  From 
a  copy  of  his  will,  recorded  in  the  oftice  of  the 
register  in  Philadelphia,  we  gather  that  he  was 
a  man  of  considerable  property.  In  the  in- 
ventory of  his  effect!,  made  alter  his  death, 
lie  is  styled  by  the  appraisers  "Mor- 
decai    Lincoln,  Gentleman."    His  sou  John 


received  by  ins  lather's  win  "a  certain 
piece  of  land  lying  in  the  Jerseys,  containing 
300  acres,"  the  other  sons  and  daughters  hav- 
ing been  liberally  provided  for  from  tlie  Penn- 
sylvania property.  This  John  Lincoln  estab- 
lished himself  in  Rockingham  County,  Va., 
and  had  a  family  of  sons,  to  whom  he  gave  the 
names  which  continually  recur  in  the  history  of 
the  tribe,  Abraham,  the  pioneer  mentioned 
ubove,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Thomas  aud  Johu.:: 
SLAIN  BY  BAVAOE8. 

Everything  we  know  of  the  emigrant  Abra- 
miu  Lincoln,  the  grandfather  of  the  President, 
;oes  to  show  that  it  was  under  the  auspices  of 
this  most  famous  of  our  pioneers  that  he  set  out 
from  Rockingham  County  to  make  a  home  for 
himself  und  his  young  family  in  that  wild 
region  which  liooue  was  wresting  from  its 
savage  holders.  *  *  *  The  life  of  the 
pioneer  Abraham  Lincoln  soon  came  to  a 
disastrous  close.  He  had  settled  iu  Jefferson 
County,  Ky.,  011  the  land  he  hud  bought  from 
the  Government,  and  cleared  a  small  farm  in 
the  forest.  One  morning,  in  the  year  17»6,  he 
started  with  his  three  sons,  Mordeeai,  Jo- 
siah  and  Thomas,  to  the  edge  of  the  clearing 
and  began  the  day's  work.  A  shot  from 
the  brush  killed  the  father.  Mordeeai,  the 
eldest  son,  ran  instinctively  to  the  house, 
Josiah  to  the  neighboring  fort  (Hughes' 
Station)  for  assistance,  und  Thomas,  the 
youngest,  a  child  of  7,  was  left  witli  the  corpse 
of  his  father.  .Mordeeai,  reaching  the  cabin, 
seized  the  ritle,  and  saw  through  the  loophole 
au  Indian,  in  his  war  paiut,  stooping  to  raise 
the  child  from  tlie  ground.  lie  took  deliberate 
aim  at  a  white  ornament  on  the  breast  of  the 
savage  and  brought  him  down.  The  little  boy, 
thus  released,  ran  to  the  cabin,  and  Mordeeai, 
from  the  loft,  renewed  his  tire  upou  the  savages, 
wno  uegan  to  show  themselves  iruiu  the  ihiuket. 
until  Josiah  returned  with  assistance  from  the 
stockade,  and  the  assailants  fled.  This  tragedy 
mad,-  au  indelible  impression  on  the  mind  of 
Mordeeai.  Either  a  spirit  of  revenge  for  his 
murdered  father,  or  a  sportsmanlike  pleasure  in 
his  successful  shot,  made  him  a  determined 
Indian  stalker,  and  lie  rarely  slopped  to  in- 
quire whether  the  red  man  who  came  in  range 
of  his  rille  was  friendly  or  hostile. 

LINCOLN'S  PARENTS. 

The  head  of  the  family  being  gone, tlie  widow 
Lincoln  soon  removed  to  a  more  thickly  settled 
neighborhood  in  Washington  County.  There 
her  children  grew  up.  Mordeeai  and  Joshua 
became  reputable  citizens,  the  two  daughters 
married  two  men  named  Crume  aud  liroiutiehl. 
Thomas,  to  whom  were  reserved  the  honors  of 
an  illustrious  paternity,  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter.  He  jzua  #a  easy-going:  man,  en- 
tirely without  ambition,  but  not  without  self- 
respect. 


HOUSE  IN  WHICH  LINCOLN'S   PAKENT3  WHItE 
MAKIULl). 

On  the  12th  of  June,  ISOo",  while  learning  his 
trade  in  the  carpenter  shop  of  Joseph  Hanks,  iu 
Elizabethtown,  he  married  Nancy  Hanks,  a 
niece  of  his  employer,  near  Becchlaud,  in 
Washington  County. f  Four  years  later  Thomas 

♦Soon  alter  Mr.  Lincoln  arrived  In  Washing- 
ton In  1481,  lie  reel- 1  Veil  I  lie  following  letter  Irom 

one  of  bis  Virginia  kinsmen,  the  only  com- 
munication which  ever  came  from  them,  it 
was  written  on  paper  adorned  with  a  portrait 
ofJetfei'sou  Davis  and  was  inoloicd  In  an  en- 
velope ouibluzoued  with  the  Confederate  ling: 


from  Anna  III  and  although  JURflfiS! 
he  says  that    ho  moment  your  troops  eave 
Cairo  they  wl  1  get  the  spots'knocked  of  thorn 
My  dear  sir,  these  are  facts  which  time  wni 

prove  to  lio  correct.  v 

1  am,  sir.  with  every  consideration,  yours  re. 
specttuliy  Minor  Lincoln,  wrSM 

.,„  „  °.<  ,he  Staunton  stock  of  Lincolns 
tThese  points  are  especially  Interesting  he- 
cause  it  has  been  falsely  alleged  that  AbraEam 
Lincoln's  parents  were  never  married.  A  fac- 
simile oi  Deacon  Jesse  Head  s  record  of  the 
marriage  is  shown  m  the  "Life."  Kd?P*esJ. 


Lincoln  purchased  a  fine  farm  of  330  acres  on 
Knob  Creek,  near  where  it  flows  into  the  Poll- 
ing Pork,  and  succeeded  in  getting  a  portion  oi 
u  into  cultivation.  The  title,  however,  re- 
mained in  him  only  a  little  while,  and  after  his 
property  had  passed  out  ot  his  control  he  looked 
about  lor  another  place  to  establish  himself. 
There  is  still  living  near  Knob  Creek,  in  Ken- 
tucky, at  the  age  of  80,  a  man  who  claims  to 
have  known  Abraham  Lincoln  in  his  childhood 
—Austin  Gollahcr.  lie  says  he  used  to  play 
with  Abe  Lincoln  in  the  shavings  of  his  father's 
,  carpenter  shop.  He  tells  a  storv  which,  if  ac- 
|  curate,  entitles  him  to  the  civic  crown  which 
the  liomaus  used  to  irive  to  one  who  saved  the 
life  of  a  citizen.  When  Colluher  was  II  and 
Lincoln  8  the  two  buys  were  in  the  woods  in 
pursuit  of  paitridges;  in  trying  to  "coon" 
across  Knob  Creek  on  a  log  Lincoln  fell  in,  and 
Gollaher  fished  him  out  with  a  sycamore  branch 
—li  service  to  the  Republic  the  value  of  which 
it  fatigues  the  imagination  to  compute. 

IN  THE  INDIANA  WILDERNESS. 
Of  all  these  years  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  early 
childhood  we  know  almost  nothing.  He  lived 
a  solitary  life  in  the  woods,  ^returning  from  his 
lonesome  little  games  to  his  cheerless  home. 
He  never  talked  of  these  days  to  his  most  inti- 
mate friends.  Once,  when  asked  what  he  re- 
membered  about  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  he 
replied:  ••Nothing  but  this.  I  had  been  fishing 
one  day  and  caught  a  little  fish  which  I  waa 
taking  home,  1  met  a  soldier  in  the  road,  and, 
having  been  always  told  at  home  that  we  must 
be  good  to  the  soldiers,  1  gave  him  my  fish." 
This  is  only  a  faint  glimpse,  but  what  it  shows 
is  rather  pleasant—  the  generous  child  aud  the 
patriotic  household.  Bui  there  is  no  question 
that  these  first  years  of  his  life  had  their  last- 
ing effect  upon  the  temperament  of  this  great 
mirthful  and  melancholy  man. 

By  the  time  the  boy  Abraham  had  attained 
his  7lh   year,    the  social  condition  of  Ken- 
tucky had  changed 
considerably  from 
the  early  pioneer 
days.    Thomas  Lin- 
coln, concluding  that 
Kentucky    was  no 
country    for  a  poor 
i    man,  determined  to 
seek  his  fortune  in 
Indiana.     He  had 
heard  of  rich  ami  tin- 
|   occupied     lauds    i  U 
Perry  County  iu  that 
state,  and  thither  he 
determined    to  go. 
He  built  a  rude  raft, 
loaded  ii   with  his 
kit  of  tools  ii nd  -100 
gallons   of  whisky, 
and  trusted  his  for- 
tunes to  the  winding 
water-courses.  lie 
,  met  with    only  ono 
accident  on  his  way; 
'  his  raft  capsized  in  the  Ohio  lUver.but  he  fished 
up  his  kit  of  tools    and   mo.-t   of  the  ar- 
|  dent     spirits    and    arrived     safely    at  the 
I  P'ttce  oi  a  settler  named  Posey,  with  whom  he 
!  left  his  odd  invoice  of  household  goods  for  the 
;  wilderness,  while  he  started  Oil  foot  to  look  for 
a  home  in  the  deuse  forest.    He  selected  a  spot 
which  ph  ased  him  in  his  first  day's  journey. 
He  then  walked  back  to  Knob  Creek  and 
brought  his  family  on  to  their  new  home. 


JESSE  HEAD, 

AVho  married  Thomas 
and  Nancy  Lincoln. 


^Edited  by  Orval  W.  Baylor,  President  of  The  Washington  ( 


OLD  WASHINGTON  COUNTY  RECORDS  TELL 
DRAMATIC  STORY  OF  BLUE  LICKS  BATTLE 

1    J3  r—   ~  

,  Blue  Licks  Battlefield  Monument 

Lvery  student  or  Kentucky 

history  knows  the  story  of  j  i 
the  Battle  of  Blue  Licks.  It 
forever  remains  conspicuous 
in  the  annals  of  the  State's 
history  not  only  because  of 
the  bloody  slaughter  of  prac- 
tically all  of  the  white  pion- 
eers who  participated  in  the 
struggle  with  the  tricky  red- 
skins, but  also  because  it  was 
"The  Last  Battle  of  the  Rev- 
olution." 

It  is  some  distance  from 
the  confines  of  Washington 
County,  to  the  site  where  the 
Battle  of  Blue  Licks  took 
place  but  old  records  now  re- 
posing in  the  archives  of  our 
county  tell  us  that  there  were 
pioneers  who  settled  in  these 
parts  who  took  part  in  the 
memorable  conflict.  These 
records  are  in  the  form  of 
depositions  taken  to  establish 
land  rights  but  the  subject 
matter  relates  also  to  the 
participation  of  certain  Wash- 
ington County  pioneers  in  the 
battle. 

The  Blue  Licks  battlefield 
site,  where  the  last  battle  of 
the  American  Revolution  was 
fought  August   10,   1782,  is 
ion  U.  S.  Highway  No.  68,  a 
jshort  way  north  of  Carlisle 
I  in     Nicholas    County.  The 
[battlefield    is    now    a  State 
i  Park    and    a    monument  of 
granite     has    been  erected 
there.    The  names  of  some  of 
the  heroes  of  the  battle  are 
inscribed  on  this  shaft.  (See 
the    illustration  accompany- 
ing this  article.) 

For  long  years  the  Indians 
considered  the  territory  about 
the  Blue  Licks  "marked 
land."  The  salt  licks  along 
the  Licking  River  at  that 
point  were  quite  prominent 
both  -before  and  after  the 
whites  came  into  Kentucky'. 

A  company  of  brave  pioneers  were  ed,  as  told  by  eye-witnesses,  partici- 
pursuing  a  band  of  Indians  after  the  pants  in  the  battle  itself,  is  found  in 
siege  of  Bryan  Station.  As  the  whites  the  old  records  of  Washington  County 
crossed  the  river  and  rushed  up  the  which  are  made  a  part  of  this  article, 
ravine  in  pursuit  of  a  few  of  the  sav-,The  records  follow: 
ages  who  had  been  left  behind  as  a  j  The  statements  concerning  the  Bat- 
decoy,  the  main  band  of  redskins  hid- ,  tie  of  Blue  Licks  in  1782  got  into  the 
den  on  both  sides  of  the  ravine  fired  records  of  the  Washington  Circuit 
with  deadly  accuracy  and  within  a 1  Court  through  the  medium  of  a  suit 
quarter  of  an  hour  nearly  half  the  \  filed  in  October,  1812,  by  the  heirs  of 
pioneers  were  dead  or  dying.  Great-: one  Isaac  McCrackin. 
ly  outnumbered,  the  whites  stood  their :  According  to  the  "•Complete  Record" 
ground  and  fought  valiantly  for  more  found  in  Order  Book  1817-1828  of  the 
than  two  hours.  Finally,  overcome  by  Washington  Circuit  Court,  Archiball 
superior   numbers,   the   pioneers   re- '  McConnell     and     wife,     Sally,  and 


third  of  the  men  were  killed,  on  the 
ground  and  missing  and  that  the  said 
McCrackin  was  not  seen  after  the  Bat- 
tle and  that  he  has  never  heard  of 
him  since — Question  by  Jereboam 
Beauchamp,  on  behalf  of  the  Defend- 
ants— have  you  not  reason  to  believe 
that  he  was  killed  there  in  the  Battle 
— answer  it  is  my  impression  he  was, 
and  he  has  not  been  heard  of  since — 
I  did  not  however  see  him  during  the 
engagement,  neither  did  I  see  him  go 
into  it;  there  were  thirteen  of  the  men 
who  were  in  the  engagement  returned 
about  twelve  month  safterwards — 
Question  by  same,  has  or  has  it  not 
been  the  general  report  among  his 
relatives  and  also  through  the  country 
generally  that  said  Isaac  McCrackin 
was  killed  in  the  Battle — Answer  it 
has  always  been  the  general  report 
and  so  believed  by  his  friends  so  far 
as  I  have  ever  heard — Question  by  P. 
Waters  on  the  part  of  the  Complaint- 
ants — Was  there  not  some  persons 
who  was  taken  in  said  Battle  that  re- 
turned about  one  year  afterwards, 
that  you  had  as  great  reasons  to  be- 
lieve were  killed  in  said  Battle,  as  you 
had  of  Isaac  McCrackin's — Answer, 
Until  they  returned  I  had  as  great 
reason  to  believe  they  were  killed  as 
I  had  that  of  McCrackin  was,  as  I  had 
never  heard  any  thing  of  them  until 
the  said  men  returned— Question  by 
Defendants  did  you  inquire  of  the 
prisoners  who  returned  whether  .Mc- 
Crackin was  taken  prisoner  or  killed — ■ 
Answer  I  did  inquire  if  any  other  per- 
sons were  taken,  they  stated  that  no 
others  were  taken  with  them  and  that 
they  knew  nothing  of  any  others  as 
prisoners.  And  further  this  Deponant 
saith  not. 

James  Ray 
(To  Be  Continued) 


(Courtesy  Ky.  State  Parks  Commission) 


treated.  When  the  roll  was  called 
after  the  retreat  it  was  found  that 

j  only  75  of  the  brave  pioneers  had 

I  escaped. 

The  story  of  what  actually  happen- 


Thomas  Allen  and  wife,  Mary,  the  fe- 
males before  marriage,  Sally  and 
Mary  McCrackin,  daughters  of  Isaac 
McCrackin,  through  their  attorney, 
Benjamin  Hardin,  Sr.,  brought  suit 
against  Walter  'Beall  and  Benjamin 
Brown.  The  plaintiffs  petition  stated 
that  Isaac  McCrackin  secured  a  certif- 
icate on  January  7,  1782,  for  a  pre- 
emption of  1000  acres  on  Cartwright's 
Creek    in    Jefferson    County  (now 


I 


Washington);  that  on  September  25, 
1782,  he  made  an  entry  upon  a  pre- 
emption warrant  obtained  upon  the 
aforesaid  certificate;  that  he  had  the 
entry  surveyed  and  patented;  that  he 
died  leaving  two  daughters,  Sally  Mc- 
Connell  and  Mary  Allen;  that  one 
Jacob  Myers  made  on  entry  and  had 
same  surveyed  so  as  to  interfere  with 
the  McCrackin  entry  and  survey;  that 
the  Myers  land  was  sold  to  Walter 
Beall  and  Benjamin  Brown  who  sought 
to  take  possession  of  the  land  includ- 
ing the  part  in  controversy. 

The  defendants  filed  an  answer  by 
the  Hon.  C.  A.  Wickliff,  their  at- 
torney. Walter  Beall  having  died,  his 
son  and  heir,  Samuel  T.  Beall  was 
j joined  with  Benjamin  Brown  as  de- 
fendants. Their  answer  stated  that 
'the  land  had  been  originally  owned, 
by  Jacob  Myers  who  had  a  certificate 
calling  for  600  acres  in  Jefferson 
County,  adjoining  his  600-acre  survey 
on  Cartwright's  Creek,  dated  2nd  De- 
cember, 1785.  The  land  lying  4  or  5 
miles  below  Cartwright's  Station.  An- 
swer admitted  that  Isaac  McCrackin 
secured  the  certificate  mentioned  in 
i  plaintiffs  petition  but  alleged  that  he 
;  (McCrackin)  did  not  make  the  entry. 
They  stated  he  could  not  have  made 
the  entry  because  he  "was  slain  by  the 
Indians  at  the  Battle  of  the  Blue  | 
Licks  in  the  month  of  August,  1782; 
that  the  said  entry  was  and  is  illegal 
and  void  as  they  are  instructed  on  ac- 
count of  its  having  been  made  in  the 
.name  of  a  man  who  was  not  at  that 
time  in  the  state  of  existance." 

The  suit  dragged  along  from  Octo- 
ber, 1812,  until  November,  1817,  it 
being  continued  from  term  to  term. 
During  the  continuance  of  5  years 
depositions  were  taken  by  both  parties 
to  the  suit.  Such  early  settlers  as 
Mark  Hardin,  Martin  Hardin,  Jr., 
John  Jacksin,  John  Grundy  (brother 
of  the  Hon.  Felix  Grundy),  Henry  I 
WToods,  Thos.  Wright,  John  Smith,  | 
Rachel  Heidrick,  Edmund  Pendleton, 
Obadiah  Stayton,  Richard  Beall,  Will- 
iam Jackson  and  William  Jackson,  Jr., 
were  sworn  and  their  statement  taken 
down. 

There  was  much  deposing  relative 
to  the  location  of  the  land,  the  site  of 
Cartwright's  Station,  etc.,  but  we  are 
concerned  now  with  the  papers  bear- 
ing upon  the  Battle  of  Blue  Licks. 
Here  they  are: 

i 

Ray  Says  McCrackin  Killed 

The  deposition  of  James  Ray  taken 
at  the  State  house  in  the  Town  of 
Frankfort  this  6th  day  of  January 
1819  to  be  read  as  evidence  in  a  suit 
in   chancery   now  depending   in  the 
Washington    Circuit    Court  wherein 
Archibald   McConnell  and  Sally  Mc- 
Connell    his   wife,   Thos.    Allen  and 
Mary  his  wife  are  complaintants  and 
Benjamin  Brown  and  Samuel  T.  Beall 
are  defendants.    On  the  part  of  the 
defendants,  the  deponant  being  sworn  j 
deposeth  and  saith  that  at  the  Battle  I 
of  the  Blue  licks  on  the  19th  day  ofi 
August  1782  he  was  present  and  that' 
Isaac  McCrackin  was  also  there  and 
in  the  engagement,  that  nearly  one 
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COUNTY 
PIONEERS 

A  series  of  brief  sketches  of  the 
lives  and  deeds  of  several  distin- 
guished residents  of  Washington 
County,    Ky.,    in    Pioneer  Days 


'  1.    JOHN  WALLER,  Pioneer  Miller 

John  Waller,  son  of  a  Welshman  of 
the  same  name  who  settled  in  Vir- 
ginia in  the  early  part  of  the  17th 
century,  was  born  in  1739.  He  was 
married  in  1771  to  Mary  Small,  born 
in  1755. 

With  his  wife  and  several  infant 
children,   John   Waller  emigrated  to 
Kentucky  and  settled  on  Cartwright's 
Creek,  in  what  was  then  Jefferson 
County,  about  the  year  1780.  When 
I  Washington   County  was   formed  in 
1792,  the  Waller  home  fell  within  the 
confines  of  the  new  county. 
I     There  were  some  600  acres  in  John 
[Waller's  tract  on  Cartwright's  Creek, 
'adjoining  the  lands  of  Matthew  Wal- 
jton,  Philemon  Waters,  Adam  Shep- 
Iherd,  George  Grundy,  and  Jacob  Mey- 
jers.    In  January,  1787,  he  was  grant- 
led  permission  to  build  a  mill  on  his 
!land  on  Cartwright's  Creek.  An  Order 
to  this  effect  is  found  in  Order  Book 
A,  of  the  Nelson  County  Court.  This 
mill  served  the  community  for  many 
j  years.      The  ruins  of  the  mill  are 
I  yet  discernible  at  the  northern  boun- 
'dry  of  the  Saint  Rose  Cemetery,  about 
two  miles  southwest  from  Springfield. 

At  one  time,  while  returning  from 
a  trip  to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  (Louis- 
ville), in  company  with  some  of  his 
neighbors,  John  Waller  was  wounded, 
and  with  one  other  was  captured,  when 
the  company  was  surprised  by  a  band 
of  Indians.  His  horse  escaped  and 
ran  the  distance  home,  carrying  safely 
the  load  on  i,ts  back.  Waller  was  kept 
a  prisoner  two  years,  and  thought  j 
dead  by  his  family  and  friends,  before 
he  was  able  to  effect  his  escape.  The' 
story  is  told  of  how  an  earlier  oppor- 
tunity for  escape  presented  itself,  but 
he  refused  to  avail  himself  of  it  with- 
out his  companion  in  captivity  shar- 
ing it  with  him.  That  companion  was 
sleeping  and  could  not  be  aroused 
without  attracting  attention,  so  Wall- 
er elected  to  remain  rather  than  desert 
his  friend. 

The  Waller  family  continued  to  re- 
side on  Cartwright's  Creek  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  until  the  names  of 
five  sons  and  five  daughter  had  been 
recorded  in  the  family  register.  In  ( 
1806,  John  Waller  sold  his  farm  to  the 
Rev.  Edward  Fenwick,  a  Dominican 1 
priest,  who  purposed  to  establish  a 
school  of  that  Order  in  Kentucky. 
(See  previous  issues  of  this  paper  for 
lengthy  history  of  this  school.) 

After  selling  his  farm  in  Washing- 
ton County,  John  Waller  gathered  up 
his  family  and  goods  and  moved  to 
Henderson  County,  settling  in  that 
part  that  later  became  Union  County. 
There  he  lived  to  see  all  of  his  children 
married  and  died  in  1822,  age  83  years. 
His  wife  died  in  1823,  age  68  years. 
The  descendants  of  their  son,  Aaron 
Waller,  who  died  in  1851,  are  yet 
found  in  Union  County. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 

ORVAL  W.  BAYLOR,  Minister 

Springfield,  Ky 


August  21,  1933 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Please  accept  my  belated  thanks  for 
the  file  of  Lincoln  Lore  which  you  so  grac- 
iously sent  rr.e  in  response  to  my  former  letter. 
T  am  indeed  grateful  for  them  and  look  forward 
to  the  arrival  of  all  future  issues  with  great 
expectancy.  No  issues  have  reached  me  however, 
since  the  one  relating  to  the  Shipley  Sisters. 

On  last  evening  a  large  representative 
group  of  Washington  County  citizens  met  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  Washington  County  Hist- 
orical Society.  A  temporary  organization  was 
set  up  and  the  long-delayed  movement  to  put  the 
original  Lincoln  Country  of  7/ashington  County 
©n  the  map  is  now  underway.  Our  first  objective 
will  be  to  restore  the  Lincoln  family  cabin  on 
Lincoln's  Run  and  mark  the  spot  where  Washington 
County  tradition  says  Abraham  Lincoln  Sr.  met 
his  death.  The  land  will  be  given  to  the  Society 
by  the  present  owner. 

On  Friday  night,  September  1st.  we 
expect  to  hold  another  meeting.  This  will  be  in 
the  Court  House  and  the  committee  on  program 
has  requested  me  to  extend^you  an  invitation 
to  be  present  with  us  and  speak  to  the  assembly. 
You  are  as  familiar  with  the  Lincoln  question 
as  any  other  living  man  and  I  am  sure  that  you 
can  speak  the  words  that  will  make  our  folk 
here  see  the  opportunities  they  have  so  long 
neglected.     I  nope  that  you  will  realize  the 
importance  of  the  call  we  send  to  you  and  that 
you  will  accept.   I  shall  appreciate  it  is  you 
will  wire  me  immediatly  so  that  our  program  may 
be  arranged  accordingly. 

I  have  enjoyed  reading  you^book  and 
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find  it  very  helpful  in  my  study  of  the  Lincoln 
question. 

You  will  please  excuse  my  haste  as 
1  am  hardly  awake  yet  and  everyone  around  me 
is  busy  getting  ready  to  go  on  our  annual  Sun# 
day  School  picnic. 

With  kindest  personal  regards, 
Fraternally  yours, 

Orvai  W.  Baylor 


pr  t  ng  f  le  1 d ,  Ke  nt  uc  ky 


August  2  6,  1933 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

The  Lincoln  Hist,  Research  Fdt. 

Ft.  Wayne t  Indiana, 

My  Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  received  your  telegram  a  few  days  ago  and  this  evening 
I  have  your  splendid  letter  of  yesterday.     I  am  looking  forward  to 
your  coming  next  week  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and  I  am  sure  that 
we  shall  have  a  fine  group  present  for  the  meeting  on  Friday  night. 

It  seems  that  the  folk  here  have  been  waiting  for  some- 
one to  take  the  lead  in  organizing  a  society  that  will  have  for  its 
chief  purpose  the  opening  of  the  original  Lincoln  County  of  Washington 
County.  Nov;  that  I  have  taken  the  initiative  the  whole  community  has 
fallen  in  line  and  I  am  sure  that  something  worthwhile  will  result. 

There  is  no  more  historic  ground  from  the  Lincoln  stand- 
point than  that  section  of  'A'ashington  County  embraced  by  the  waters  of 
the  Beech  Fork  and  through  which  flows  the  little  stream  called  Linc- 
oln's Run.   It  ought  to  be  developed  and  made  a  State  or  National  Park. 
If  it  had  been  in  Indiana  I  am  sure  that  it  would  have  been  that  long 
ago. 

There  are  a  number  of  reasons  why  the  country  here  has 
not  been  properly  developed.  This  has  never  been  a  "Lincoln-loving" 
country.  He  received  but  one  vote  when  he  ran  for  president  in  I860 
and  but  a  few  more  than  that  when  he  ran  for  reelection.  The  folk  who 
could  have  done  a  great  deal  here  were  not  so-minded.  The  one  person, 
internationally  known,  who  could  have  given  to  the  world  a  great  deal 
of  valuable  writing  on  the  Lincoln  question,  never  has  been  and  is  not 
now  greatly  interested.  That  person  is  Elizabeth  Madox  Roberts,  Her 
father  was  a  confederate  soldier.  He  hated  the  very  name  of  Lincoln 
and  was  known  to  have  gotten  up  in  the  midst  of  a  sermon  and  walk  out 
when  the  preacher  mentioned  Lincoln's  name.  Mis3  Roberts  has  considorabl 
influence  and  she  does  not  take  to  the  project  now  underway  even  a.s  she 
has  neglected  to  give  to  the  world  a  real  Lincoln  story  such  as  she  is 
capable  of  writing* 

I  am  happy  to  lea^-n  that  you  plan  to  spend  several  days 
here  and  I  assure  you  that  I  shall  cooperate  with  you  in  every  way  to 
help  make  your  visit  worthwhile.  Mr,  Joe  Polin  and  myself  will  go 
over  the  Lincoln  Country  with  you.  On  Sunday  night  we  shall  have  our 
union  church  service  and  I  should  like  very  much  if  you  can  extend  your 
visit  that  long  for  you  to  speak  then  using  your  address  on  Lincoln's 
religious  background, 

I  go  out  to  the  Lincoln  Country  every  now  and  then.  On 
yesterday  I  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  day  there.   I  went  to  the 
place  where  the  first  Lincoln  cabin  stood;  to  the  spot  where  Washington 
County  tradition  says  Abraham  Lincoln  Sr.  was  killed;  to  the  site  where 
the  cabin  now  at  Harrodsburg  stood;  to  the  Richard  Berry  house  where  I 
am  sure  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  were  married;  and  to  many  other 
places,  I  secured  from  the  owners  of  the  land  where  the  Lincoln  family 
lived  prior  to  1790,  a  promise  that  they  would  deed  sufficient  land  to 
our  society  on  which  to  establish  a  memorial  etc.  Ml  of  this  I  can 
discuss  with  you  when  you  arrive. 


With  best  wishes, 


(Continued  From  Last  Week) 
May  9th,  1787 

The  Petition  of  Ralph  Lancaster 
against  Benedict  Hook  is  dismissed. 

Philip  Mattingly  Plf.  ; 

against  In  Case 

Charles  Wickliff  Def.  | 

John  Grundy  came  into  Court  and  i 
undertook  for  the  Defendant  that  in  i 
case  he  shall  be  cast  in  this  suit  that 1 
he  shall   pay  the  Judgment  of  the 
Court  or  deliver  his  body  in  execution, 
or  that  he  will  do  it  for  him. 
May  12th,  1787 

Elizabeth  Grundy  claims  fifteen 
days  attendance  and  John  Gillon  ten 
days  attendance  in  the  suit  of  Mc- 
Cowan  against  Wible.  And  ordered 
that  the  said  McCowan  pay  the  same. 
June  12th,  1787 

Ordered  that  Charles  Ewing  take 
the  list  of  Tythables  within  the  bounds 
of  Cap.  Barnetts  Company  and  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Rolling  Fork  above 
the  Indian  Licks. 

James  MaKee,  John  Jackson  & 
Charles  Ewing  being  appointed  by  a 
former  order  to  view  a  road  from 
Bairdstown  to  the  Indian  Lick  report- 
ed as  follows  (to  wit).  We  the  Sub- 
scribers being  first  sworn  have  view- 
ed a  road  agreeable  to  an  order  of 
Nelson  County  to  run  from  the  fork 
of  Arbuckles  Creek  to  near  John  Jack- 
sons  thence  near  James  McKees  thence 
to  hickory  camp  turn  and  down  it 
and  Hardins  Creek  to  the  mouth  and 
thence  to  strike  the  County  Road  on 
I  the  top  of  the  ridge  above  iMill  Creek. 

Ordered  that  Thomas  Simpson  be 
appointed  Surveyor  of  the  Road  from 
Indian  Lick  to  Bairdstown;  that  he 
clear  from  Arbuckle  to  John  Jackson 
and  that  the  inhabitants  on  both  sides 
of  the  Rolling  Fork  from  the  mouth 
of  the  south  Fork  to  the  mouth  of 
Stuart's  Creek  assist  him  in  clearing 
the  same. 

Ordered  that  Presley  iSmith  be  ap- 
pointed Surveyor  of  the  Road  from 
Indian  Licks  to  IBairdstown  and  that 
he  clear  from  John  Jacksons  to  James 
Rutters,  that  the  inhabitants  on  Cart- 
wright's  Creek  above  the  mouth  of 
Severns  Run  and  Hardins  Creek  above 
said  Rutters  and  the  head  waters  of 
Sturats  Run  assist  him  in  clearing 
and  keep  the  same  in  repair. 

Ordered  that  John  Phillips  be  ap- 
pointed Surveyor  of  the  road  from 
the  Indian  Licks  to  Bairdstown  and' 
that  he  clear  from  James  Rutters  to 
the  County  road  above  Mill  Creek. 
And  that  the  inhabitants  on  the  wa- 
ters of  Hardin  Creek  below  Rutters 
and  the  inhabitants  between  Mill 
Creek  and  the  Beech  Fork  and  the 
County  road  assist  him  in  clearing  and 
keeping  the  same  in  repair. 

(To  Be  Continued) 
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(Continued  From  Last  Week) 
August  23rd,  1785 

On  the  Petition  of  Edward  Goodwin 
against  Ralph  Lancaster  it  is  consid- 
ered by  the  Court  that  the  Petitioner 
recover  against  the  Defendant  the  sum 
of  one  pound,  eighteen  shillings  and 
costs. 

Ordered  that  the  Pillar  side  of  a 
Spanish  half  dollar  be  the  seal  of 
this  County  until  another  be  provided. 
August  24th,  1785 

John  Alvey       Asse  &  Pltf. 
against  In  Case 

John  White  Deft. 

This  day  came  the  Pltf.  by  his  At- 
torney and  there  upon  came  a  Jury 
to  Wit  Matthew-  Walton,  &c  who  be- 
ing sworn  well  and  truly  to  enquire 
of  damages  in  this  suit  upon  their 
oaths  do  say  that  the  Plaintiff  hath 
sustained  damages  by  occasion  of  the 
defendants  breach  of  the  promise  and 
assumption  in  the  declaration  men- 
tioned to  Four  pounds,  twelve  shill- 
ings and  one  penny  with  legal  inter- 
est thereon  from  the  16th  day  of  Sep- 
tember 1786  'till  paid  and  costs.  There- 
fore it  is  considered  by  the  Court 
that  the  plaintiff  recover  against  the 
defendant  his  damages  aforesaid  in 
manner  aforesaid  assessed  and  also 
his  costs  by  him  about  his  suit  in  this 
behalf  expended.  And  the  defendant 
in  Mercy  &c. 

August  25th,  1785 

A  Deed  from  William  Casbear  to 
John  Moore  for  an  half  acre,  lot  in 
the  Town  of  Salem  was  asknowledged 
in  Court  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 
August  26th,  1785 

Richard  Parker  is  appointed  sur- 
veyor of  the  County  road  leading  from 
Lincoln,  'Beginning  where  it  strikes 
the  waters  of  Cartwrights  Creek  com- 
ing towards  Beards  Town  as  low  down 


as  the  North  bank  of  the  Beach  fork, 
And  it's  ordered  that  all  the  male 
laboring  Tithables  West  of  the  Coun- 
ty line  and  south  of  Beach  fork  on  the 
Waters  of  Cartwrights  and  Hardins 
Creeks  do  assist  him  in  opening  and 
clearing  the  same  according  to  Law. 

September  27th,  1785  ; 

Ordered  that  Richard  Parker  with 
the  male  laboring  tithables  appointed 
him  by  a  former  order  of  this  court: ! 
together  with  all  these  inhabiting  on ' 
the  South  Brances  of  the  Beach  fork  i 
and  on  the  upper  side  of  the  trace  go-  ■ 
ing  from  Bands  town  between  Linus 
and  Davis's  to  Goodwins  station  and 
also  the  tithables  on  the  south  side  J 
of  the  Beach  fork  and  those  on  the  j 
east  side  of  Cartwrights  Creek  to  the 
County  line  except  Anthony  Sandusky  i 
and  Josiah  Wilson  do  attend  him  in  | 
opening  and  clearing-  out  the  same  ac-  | 
cording  to  Law.  I 

Ordered    that   Anthony    Sandusky 1 
and  Josiah  Wilson  be  added  to  James  | 
Allen's  list  and  that  they  do  assist 
him  in  opening  and  clearing  the  road 
to  which  by  a  former  order  of  this 
Court  he  was  appointed  Surveyor. 
September  29th,  1785 

Robert  Montgomery  Pltf. 
against  In  Case 

John  Alvey  Deft. 

The  Petition  exhibited  by  Mary 
Wickliff  against  Philemon  Waters 
abates  by  the  Plaintiff's  Marriage. 

John  Alvey  claimed  and  proved 
three  days  attendance  for  the  defend- 
ant, Grundy  at  the  suit  of  Grant. 

Robert  Alvey  claimed  two  days  at- 
tendance, for  the  defendant  Grundy 
at  the  suit  of  Grant. 

October- 25th,  1785 

Robert  Montgomery  Plf. 
against  In  Case 

John  Alvy  Def. 
November  23rd,  1785 

On  the  Petition  of  William  Robinson 
and  wife  against  Philemon  Waters  it 
is  considered  by  the  Court  that  the 
'petitioners   recover   against  the  de- 
fendant the  sum  of  three  pounds  eight- 
een shillings  and  costs. 

Robert  Montgomery  Plf. 
against  In  Case 

John  Alvey  Def. 
December  27th,  1785 

John  Lancaster  producing  a  nomi- 
nation for  William  May  gentleman 
surveyor  of  this  county  appointing 
him  deputy  to  said  office,  and  also  a 
certificate  of  his  abilities  to  execute 
the  same  took  the  oath  of  office  ac- 
cordingly. 

February  28th,  1786 

William  May  enters  200  acres  on 
part  of  Treasury  Warrant  number 
21108  lying  on  Pleasant  Run  on  the 
lower  saud  near  the  mouth  thereof, 
and  adjoining  John  Hardin's  16000 
acre  survey  on  the  north  east,  an<} 
James  Deneal  on  the  north  west  be- 
ginning at  two  sugar  trees  corner  tc 
the  said  Deneal  on  Hardin's  line,  and 
running  thence  with  Deneal's  line 
passing  his  corner  20  poles  north  60 
degrees  east  290  poles  to  a  white  oak 
and  beach,  north  27  west  36  poles  tQ 
a  Hoap  Ash,  Buckeye  and  sugar  tree, 
standing  on  the  bank  of  the  Run 
thence  down  the  meanders  of  the  run, 
binding  thereon  to  a  poplar  and  two 
sugar  trees  about  40  poles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  said  run,  thence  south  36 
degrees  west  290  poles  to,  two  black 
oaks,  hicory  and  sugar  trees  in  Har- 
din's line,  thence  with  the  said  line 
south  27  degrees  east  109  poles  to  the 
beginning. 

(To  Be  Continued) 
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June  27th,  1786 

Ordered  that  Benjamin  Fope  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  the  List  of  tithables 
from  the  lower  waters  of  Hardins 
Creek,  a  course  to  Strike  the  ford  on 
the  Rolling  fork  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Indian  Lick  Runn  and  up  the  Rolling 
fork  on  the  North  side  of  the  County 
Line  and  North  with  the  County  line 
to  the  Beech  fork  and  down  the  Beech 
fork  on  the  South  side  to  the  Mouth 
jof  Hardins  Creek. 

July  26th,  1786 
!    On    the    motion   of   the  Reverend 
jTerah  Templin  by  his  Attorney.  Or- 
dered that  licence  be  granted  him  to 
celebrate  the  rights  of  matrimony  ac- 
cording to  Law. 

August  23rd,  1786 
Peter  Tardivieu  Plaintiff 

against  In  Case 

James  Whitecotton  Defendant 
The  Action  of  Debt  brought  by  John 
Muldrough  against  Andrew  Johnson 
iabtes  by  the  Sheriff's'  return. 
I    The  Action  of  Debt  brought  by  John 
'Muldrough    Quetam    against  Amos 
Carpenter  abtes  by  the  Sheriff  return. 
John  Muldrough  Plaintiff 
against         Tresspass,  Assault 
I  &  Battery 

|    Israel  Dodge  Defendant 
John  Kennedy  Plaintiff 

again.-c  In  Ca.se 

John  Alvey  Defendant 
The  defendant  not  being  arrested 
and  Alias  Capias  is  awarded  the 
Plaintiff  against  the  said  Defendant 
returnable  here  at  next  Quarter  Ses- 
sion. 

January  23rd,  1787 

Ordered  that  Josiah  Wilson  be  ap- 
pointed surveyor  of  the  road  leading 
to  Danville  to  begin  at  the  top  of  the 
dividing  ridge  between  the  waters  of 
Cartwright's  'Creek  and  Pleasant  Run 
and  from  thence  to  the  County  line. 
And  that  all  the  male  laboring  tith- 
ables on  the  Waters  of  Pleasant  Run 
of  the  Beech  Fork  above,  and  all  the 
waters  thereof,  and  Waters  Run  and 
on  Cartwright  Creek  from  Cart- 
wrights  upwards  including  John  Jack- 
son work  there  on  under  him. 
January  24th.  1787 

Joseph  Kennedy  Plaintiff 
against  In  Case 

John  Alvey  Defendant 

The  defendant  not  appearing  it  is 
ordered  that  Judgment  be  entered  for 
the  Plaintiff  against  the  said  Defend- 
ant for  what  damages  he  has  sustain- 
ed unless  the  said  Defendant  shall 
appear  and  plead  to  issue  at  next 
Rule  day. 

Ordered  that  John  Waller  have  per- 
mission to  build  a  Mill  on  his  land  on 
Cartwright's  Creek. 

April  10th,  1787 

A  deed  from  George  Harte  Sen.  was 
proved  by  William  May,  William  Bard 
and  James  McMahan  and  ordered  to 
be  recorded.  The  same  being  for  con- 
veyance of  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 
(To  Be  Continued) 


Washington,  County,  Ky.,  was 
created  by  the  second  act  of  the  first 
General  Assembly  in  1792,  which  ef- 
fected a  division  of  Nelson  County 
which  had  been  formed  from  Jefferson 
in  1784. 

The  records  of  Washington  County, 
from  the  beginning  to  now,  are  kept 
intact  in  the  archives  of  the  Washing- 
ton County  and  the  Washington  Cir- 


July  28th,  1785 

James  Morrison  and  Thomas  Mor- 
ton gent  are  appointed  to  contract 
with  a  workman  for  erecting  stocks, 
pillory  and  whipping  posts  for  the 
use  of  this  County.  And  it  is  ordered 
that  Benjamin  Pope  and  James  Rog- 
ers gent  are  appointed  to  fix  on  the 
place  where  such  erections  ought  to 
be  placed. 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  two 
prisons  be  built  for  those  of  this 
County.  That  for  debtors  to  be  fif- 
teen feet  square  clear  in  the  inside; 
to  be  built  with  square  loggs  a  foot 
thick  with  floors  above  and  below  of 
the  same  thickness  and  to  have  a  good 
stone  chimney  well  barred  at  a  proper 
distance  from  the  hearth  in  which 
prison  there  are  to  be  two  windows 
each  eighteen"  inches  square,  both  of 
which  are  to  be  secured  with  strong 
iron  barrs  crossing  each  other  and 
not  more  than  five  inches  apart.  The 
doors  of  which  to  be  made  of  two  inch 
oak  plank  and  doubled.  To  be*well 
spiked  within  and  with  out  with  strpng 
barrs,  bolts  and  locks,  the  whole  pri- 
son to  be  lined  with  plank  four  inch*s 
thick  and  to  be  let  into  the  floors 
above  and  belw  at  least  five  inches 
and  to  be  pined  with  two  pinns  in  the 
end  of  each  plank  and  also  through 
each  logg  they  cross.  The  prison  for 
criminals  to  be  ten  feet  square  clear- 
ed on  the  inside  to  be  built  with  square 
loggs  a  foot  thick  to  be  planked  inside 
and  out.  The  planks  to  be  four  inches 
thick.  The  inside  plank  to  be  let  into 
the  floors  above  and  below- five  inches 
which  floors  shall  at  least  be  twelve 
inches  of  good  sound  oak  timber.  The 
doors  of  which  to  be  made  of  planks 
three  inches  thick  and  doubled  to  be 
well  spiked  with  in  and  out  five  feet 
high  and  three  feet  wide  with  a  win- 
dow in  the  middle  twelve  inches 
square  secured  with  strong  iron  barrs 
crossing  each  other  and  not  more  than 
three  inches  apart.  To  be  covered 
with  lap  shingles  roof  and  to  be  fin- 
ished in  a  workman  like  manner.  The 
planks  of  this  prison  to  be  sccurly 
pinned  on  the  outside  and  in  above  and 
below  with  at  least  two  pins  in  the 
end  of  each  plank  and  also  through 
each  log  they  cross.  The  pins  to  fill 
an  inch  and  one  half  hole  at  lease. 
The  floors  of  both  prisons  to  be  raised 
one  foot  from  the  curface  and  to  be 
supported  by  a  platform  of  stone. 
(To  Be  Continued) 


cuit  Court  Clerks  offices  in  Spring- 
field. For  the  court  records  that  re- 
late to  the  early  settlers  in  the  region 
that  became  Washington  County  in 
1792,  one  must  go  to  the  archives  in 
Bardstown. 

Through  the  courtesy  and  aid  of 
Judge  Samuel  J.  Boldrick,  of  Louis- 
ville, we  are  able  to  present  as  a  feat- 
ure of  this  page,  such  minutes  as  re- 
late to  persons  who  resided  in  the 
area  that  is  now  Washington  and  Ma- 
rion Counties.  These  records  will  be 
published  from  week  to  week,  embrac- 
ing the  period  from  1785  to  1788. 
May  24th,  1785 

A  Certificate  from  John  Baker  re- 
linquishing his  rights  to  a  platt  foi 
800  acres  of  land  on  Cartwright- 
creek  in  favor  of  Philemon  Waters 
was  proved  by  Isaac  Morrison  and 
Isaac  Cox  gent  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
corded. 

On  the  motion  of  Lucy  Abel  who 
made  oath  according  to  Law  certifi- 
cate is  granted  her  for  obtaining  Let- 
ters of  Administration  of  the  estate 
of  Peter  Abel  deceased.  Where  upon 
she  together  with  Anthony  Foster  and 
William  Kendel  her  securities  enter- 
ed into  and  acknowledged  a  bond  in 
the  penalty  of  for  her  due  and 

faithful  admon  of  the  said  decedents 
estate. 

John  Alvey  Pltf. 
against  In  Case 

John  White  Deft. 

Smith  King  Pltf. 
against  In  Case 

William  Combes  Deft. 
June  29th,  1785 

Ordered  That  License  be  granted 
into  Elizabeth  Grundy  to  keep  ordi- 
nary in  this  County  for  an  during  the 
space  of  one  year  she  having  with 
John  Grundy  her  security  entered  in- 
to and  acknowledged  a  bond  for  the 
same  according  to  Law. 

Ordered  that  John  Waller,  Anthony 
Sandusky,  Philemon  Waters,  and  Johi 
Phillips  or  any  three  of  them  beiiiL 
first  sworn  do  view  and  report  to  next 
Court  the  most  convenient  way  foi 
opening  and  established  a  road  from 
the  County  line  where  the  Lincoln 
road  enters  this  County  to  where  the 
present  road  leaves  Cartwright-. 
Creek. 

Charles  Polk  gent  is  appointed  to 
take  the  list  of  Tithables  on  the  Wa- 
ters of  Hardins  Creek,  CartwrighU 
Creek  and  eastwardly  to  the  County 
line  south  of  the  Beach  fork. 
July  26th,  1785 

An  Inventory  and  Appraisement  of 
the  Estate  of  Peter  Abel  deceased  was 
this  day  returned  and  ordered  to  be 
recorded. 

John  Alvey  Pltf. 
against  In  Case 

John  White  Deft. 

The  defendant  not  appearing  tho' 
again  solemn  by  called  therefore  on 
the  motion  of  the  Plaintiff  by  his  At- 
torney it  is  ordered  that  the  order  of 
last  Court  be  confirmed  and  that  the 
damages  be  ascertained  by  Jury  at  the 
next  Court. 

The  petition  brought  by  Mary  Wick- 
liff  against  Philemon  Waters  is  con- 
tinued. 

On  motion  order  that  license  be 
granted  unto  Josiah  Wilson  for  keep- 
ing ordinary  at  his  house  in  this  Coun- 
ty for  and  during  the  space  of  one 
year  from  this  date.  He  having  with 
Philemon  Water6  his  security  entered 
into  and  acknowledged  a  bond  for  the 
same  according  to  Law: 

A  deed  of  mortgage  from  John 
Askins  to  Philemon  Waters  was  prov- 
ed by  the  Oath  of  Henry  Floyd  one 
of  the  witnesses  there  to  and  ordered 


COUNTY 


(Continued  From  Last  Week) 
July  10th,  1787 

Ordered  that  Will  Hays  be  appoint- 
ed overseer  of  the  road  from  Mrs. 
Grundys  .to  the  upper  ford  of  the 
Beech  Fork,  and  that  all  the  tithables 
from  between  Cartwright  Creek  and 
the  Beech  Fork  as  high  as  Lincoln 
Run,  up  the  same  to  the  head  from 
thence  to  the  bear  wallow  on  the  road, 
from  thence  to  Waters  run  half  a 
mile  below  his  plantation,  from  thence 
to  strike  the  creek  below  Cartwright 
Station;  thence  down  said  Creek  in- 
cluding all  on  both  sides,  as  low  as 
John  Waller's,  and  all  the  east  side 
down  to  the  mouth  do  assist  him  in 
keeping  the  same  in  repair. 

Ordered  that  Josiah  Wilson  clear 
the  road  from  the  upper  ford  on  the 
Beech  Fork  to  the  County  line,  and 
that  the  same  Tithables,  that  were 
formerly  aloted  him  except  John  Grun- 
dy and  his  Tithables  do  assist  him  in 
keeping  the  same  in  repair. 

October  9th,  1787 
A  Deed  from  John  Muldrough  to 
James  Handly  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  acres  of  land  was  ac- 
knowledged and  ordered  to  record. 
November  15th,  1787 
The  Petition  of  James  Davis  Admr. 
of  Miller  against  Abraham  Lincoln  s 
Avin  Kilbreath  not  haveing  executed, 
an  alias  is  awarded  him. 

December  12th,  1787 
Ordered  that  Angus  Cameron  be 
exempted  from  County  levies  for  the, 
year  '86  &  '87  he  being  insane. 

Ordered  that  Wil.  Hayden  be  ap- 
pointed surveyor  of  the  road  from 
Bairds  mill  to  Pottingers  Creek  to  be- 
gin at  the  Green  River  Road  and 
thence  to  John  Duncans  and  that  the 
tithables  on  Pottingers  Creek  above 
the  north  fork  as  far  as  Little  Pine 
Lick  assist  him  in  opening  and  keep- 
ing the  same  in  repair. 

February  12th,  1788 
John   Muldrough's  iMark  being  a1 
crop  from  the  left  ear,  and  a  slit  in 
the  right  is  ordered  to  record. 

On  motion  of  Jacob  Doom  gent,  it 
is  ordered  that  he  have  leave  to  erect 
a  mill  on  his  land  and  within  one  mile 
of  the  mouth  of  Hardin's  Creek. 

Ordered  that  the  Revd.  Charles 
Wheeling  (Whelan)  be  licensed  to 
celebrate  the  rites  of  matrimony  with- 
in this  County,  agreeable  to  the  rules 
of  his  Church.  Who  also  took  the 
oath  of  Fidelity  to  this  Common- 
wealth. 

The  last  will  and  testament  of 
Ignatius  Cisaell  was  produced  by 
Elisb.  Cissell  the  executrix  therein 
mentioned  and  ordered  to  record.  Be- 
ing proven  by  James  French  and 
Raphiel  French  the  subscribing  wit- 
nesses -whereupon  the  said  Elizabeth 
took  the  Oath  of  an  Executrix  and  en- 
tered into  and  acknowledged  with 
Jacob  Doom  her  security  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  said  office,  in  the 
penalty  of  two  hundred  pounds  &  C. 

Ordered  that  Bazzell  Hayden,  John 
Phillips  &  Wil.  Bolles  toeing  firs! 
sworn,  to  appraise  the  estate  of  Ig- 
natius Cissell  deed,  and  make  returr 
thereof  to  Court. 

(The  End) 
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(Continued  From  April  8th) 
March  29th,  1786 
Robert  Parker  and  Howell  Pits. 

against  Debt. 
Ralph  Lancaster  Def. 
John  Dozer  came  into  Court  and 
under  took  for  the  Defendant  that  in 
case  he  shall  be  cast  in  this  suit,  he 
shall  pay  the  costs  and  condemnation 
of  the  Court,  or  render  his  body  to 
prison  in  execution  for  the  same  or 
that  he  -will  do  it  for  him. 

March  30th,  1786 
William  Wilson  Plf. 

against  Trover  and  Conversion 
James  Sandusky  Def. 
Came  as  the  Plaintiff  by  William 
MeClung  his  Attorney  as  the  Defend- 
ant by  Thomas  Hall  his  Attorney,  and 
the  said  defendant  defends  the  force 
and  injury  when  &c  and  prays  leave 
thereof  to  imparle  here  until  Court 
and  then  to  plead. 

March  31st,  1786 
•  On  Motion  of  Robert  Montgomery 
by  Benjamin  Sebastian  his  Attorney, 
(execution  is  awarded  him  against  John 
Alvy  upon  a  replevin  Boond  for  three 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  five  hundred 
and  six  pence  of  tobacco  and  seven 
shillings  and  six  pence. 

Ordered  that  John  Redman  be  ap- 
pointed surveyor  of  the  Road  from 
Captain  Polkes  Spring  to  Bardstown 
in  the  room  of  John  Bland. 

April  26th,  1786 
Ordered  that  John  Jackson,  James 
McKee,  John  Phillips  and  Charles 
Ewing  or  any  three  of  them  first 
sworn  be  appointed  to  view  and  re- 
port to  next  Court  the  nearest  and 
best  way  for  opening  a  road  from  the 
Settlement  on  the  Rolling  fork  near 
the  Indian  Licks,  to  Bardstown. 

Ordered  that  the  execution  issued 
by  Robert  Montgomery  against  John 
Alvy  upon  a  Replevin  Bond,  be  quash- 
ed on  account  of  its  being  irregularly 
obtained  and  that  the  goods  taken 
thereof  be  restored. 

The  following  -words  in  a  Clause 
in  a  Letter  from  David  Bard  to  Will- 
iam Bard  (Viz)  "You  may  assure  the 
People  of  Bardstown  from  me  that 
I  will  do  every  thing  in  reason  to  sat- 
isfy them,  that  they  shall  have  proper 
rights  for  their  lots  and  that  I  will 
comply  with  everything  you  have  pro- 
posed to  them  in  my  name."  The 
Identity  of  the  handwriting  was  prov- 
ed of  tne  Oath  of  James  Baird  and 
ordered  to  record. 

Ordered  that  Isaac  Cox  be  recom- 
mended for  County  Lieutenant,  An- 
drew Hynes  Colonel,  James  Rogers 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Joseph  Lewis 
Lewis  Major,  John  Vertreese,  Thomas 
Morton,  Philemon  Waters,  Charles 
Polke,  David  Cix  and  Adam  Shepherd 
for  Captains  and  that  his  excellency 
the  govenor  be  requested  to  send  blank 
Commissions  for  other  officers. 

Samuel  Atobel  claims  five  days  of 
attendance  as  witness  in  the  case  of 
John  Wible  on  his  suit  against  Will- 
iam Pitman. 

(To  Be  Continued) 
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Thomas  Bullock,  Bennett  Olvey, 
Thomas  Philips,  William  JSuckman, 
Warren  Hardin,  Ensigns.  William  I. 
McElroy,  Comd. 

James  A.  McElroy,  Andrew  Mul- 
drough,  Benjamin  Beaven,  William  I. 
McElroy,  William  Buckman  and  Pres- 
by  iSmith  made  oath  as  the  law  re- 
quires as  members  of  Board. 

Elias  Smith,  Provost. 

Jesse  Miles  of  Captain  Peterson's 
Company,  satisfied  this  Court  of  his 
inability  to  do  Military  duty  on  ac- 
count of  a  sore  leg  and  other  inabili- 
ties, ordered  he  be  clear  of  Military 
duty  during  inability. 
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Nathaniel  Blandfprd  of  same  Com- 
pany returned  for  not  attending  Com- 
pany muster  in  June  last,  on  hearing 
3rd.  he  be  clear. 

George  Haydon  of  same  Company 
for  disobeying  orders  in  company  mus- 
ter last  July,  on  hearing  ord.  he  be 
fined  two  dollars. 

Richard  Lee  of  same  Company,  re- 
turned for  not  attending  Company 
muster  last  July,  on  hearing  ord.  he 
be  clear. 

Francis  Monarch  of  same  Company 
failing  to  attend  July  muster  last,  not 
having  legal  notice,  ordered  to  be  con- 
tinued until  our  next. 

James  Blair  of  same  company  same 


charge,  ord.  he  be  fined  one  dollar. 

Clement,  Johnson,  same  company 
charge  ord,  he  be  clear. 
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Joseph  Lancaster  of  same  company, 
returned  for  not  attending  Regimental 
Muster  last  fall,  on  hearing  ord.  he 
be  fined  $1. 

George  Haydon,  same  company, 
same  charge,  on  hearing  ord.  he  be 
fined  $1. 

Henry  Parsons  of  the  same  com- 
pany, and  same  charge,  $1. 

Ignatious  Haydon  of  Captain  Phil- 
lips' Company  returned  for  not  attend- 
ing company  muster  in  September 
last,  on  hearing  ord.  he  be  acquitted. 

Peter  Hayden,  same  Company,  same 
charge,  ord.  he  be  acquitted. 

Rich'd  Simpson,  same  co.,  same 
charge,  ord.  he  be  clear. 
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Joseph  Wheatley,  same  Co.,  return- 
ed for  not  attending  three  Company 
Musters  and  one  Battallion  Muster, 
on  hearing  ord.  he  be  fined  $4. 

William  McDaniel  of  Captain  Row- 
land's Company,  returned  for  not  at- 
tending six  musters,  on  hearing  ord. 
he  be  fined  $4  for  not  attending  four 
musters,  acquitted  of  the  other  two. 

John  Rorux  of  same  Company,  re- 
turned'for  not  attending  last  Septem- 
ber Company  Muster,  on  hearing  ord. 
he  be  clear. 

PAGE  208 
John  Lucus,  same  Company,  same 
charge,  on  hearing,  ord.  he  be  fined 
|1. 

Joseph  Withroe  of  same  Company, 
returned  for  not  attending  Reg.  mus- 
ter, on  hearing  ord.  he  he  fined  $1. 

John  Buckman  of  Capt.  William 
Ray's  Company,  returned  for  not  at- 
tending three  Company  musters  and 
one  Battallion  muster,  on  hearing  ord. 
he  be  fined  for  not  attending  July 
muster,  $1  and  acquitted  from  the 
other  charges. 

(Continued  Next  Week) 
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John  Leak  of  the  same  company 
(Captain  Rowland  appeared  and  took 
his  seat)  made  same  complaint,  order- 
ed that  he  be  acquited  during  inabil- 
ity. 

William  Mudd  of  Captain  Rhodes' 
Company,  plead  inability,  ordered  that 
he  be  acquitted  during  inability. 

Stephen  Riggs  of  same  Company, 
similar  complaint,  ordered  that  he  be 
continued. 

John  Cook  of  Captain  Presby 
Smith's  Company,  plead  inability, 
ordered  that  he  be  continued. 

Stephen  Constable  same  company, 
same  plea,  ordered  that  he  be  con- 
tinued. 

The  delinquents  that  appeared,  now 
drafted  for  the  present  campaign  now 
appeared  to  wit:  Thomas  C.  Williams 
of  Capt.  Rhodes'  Company  laid  in  a 
plea  of  inability,  ordered  that  he  be 
acquitted  during-  inability. 
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Now  ordered  that  the  oldest  Com- 
pany (to  wit)  G.  Peterson's  be  first 
examined. 

William  Vancleve  laid  in  a  plea  of 
inability,  after  hearing  ordered  he  be 
continued. 

Clark  Landers  of  Captain  Rowland's 
Company,  laid  in  a  plea  of  inability, 
after  hearing  ordered  that  he  be  con- 
tinued. 

Samuel  Cloyd  same  Company,  same 
plea,  after  hearing  ordered  that  he  be 
acquitted  during  inability. 

Jeremiah  Cissel,  Lieut,  in  Capt. 
Ray's  Company,  came  into  Court  and 
took  his  seat. 

Thomas  Bailey,  same  Company, 
plead  inability,  after  hearing  ordered 
that  he  be  continued. 

Israel  Cannon  of  Captain  Thomas 
Spalding's  Company,  laid  in  a  plea 
of  inability,  after  being  heard,  order- 
ed that  he  be  acquitted  during  inabil- 
ity. 
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John  Montgomery  of  Capt.  William 
Philips'  Company,  laid  in  a  plea  of 
inability,  on  hearing  ordered  that  he 
be  continued. 

Isaac  Washbourne  of  Captain  R. 
Forrests  Company  laid  in  the  plea  of 
inability,  after  hearing  ordered  he  be 
acquitted  during  inability. 

George  Houts,  same  Company,  sim- 
ilar plea,  after  hearing  ordered  he  be 
continued. 

Samuel  Paris,  same  Company,  sim- 
ilar plea,  after  being  heard  ordered 
that  he  be  continued. 

Henry  Dority,  same  Company,  sim- 
ilar plea,  after  being  heard,  ordered 
that  he  be  continued. 

•Samuel  Simms,  same  Company,  sim- 


delinquents  in  the  4th  Regt.  Kentucky 
Militia  held  at  Presby  Smith's  on  the 
26th  of  March,  1813,  by  adjournment. 

Present:  Captains,  Peterson,  Spald- 
ing, Rhodes,  Smith,  Rowland;  Lieu- 
tenants, Graham  in  the  room  of  Cap- 
tain Forrest  and  Raphael  Gardiner. 

The  Court  thus  convened  choose 
Capt.  Peterson,  President  and  Thomas 
Bullock,  Judge  Advocate,  pro  tern,  and 
Alexander  Handley,  Provost  and  then 
proceeded  to  the  business  before  them. 

Nathaniel  Blandford  of  Capt.  Peter- 
son's Company  came  into  'Court  and 
plead  inability,  after  hearing  ordered 
that  he  be  continued  on  the  list. 

Bennett  Olvey,  Lieut,  took  his  seat. 

John  Landers  of  Capt.  Rowland's 
Company,  came  in  and  laid  in  a  plea 
i of  inability,  on  hearing  ord.  he  be 
continued  on  the  list. 
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Robt.  Scott,  same  Company,  similar 
plea,  after  hearing  ordered  that  he  be 
continued  on  the  list. 

Jeremiah  Cissell  Ensign  took  his 
seat. 

Thomas  Lyons,  same  Company,  sim- 
ilar plea,  after  hearing  ordered  that 
he  be  exempt  from  Militia  duty  during 
his  inability. 

John  Wagstaff,  same  Company, 
plead  inability  before  the  'Court,  after 
hearing  ord.  he  be  continued  on  the 
'list. 

j  Samuel  Abell  of  Capt.  Spalding's 
.Company,  plead  inability  to  the  Court 
((Absent  Captain  Rowland)  after  in- 
vestigation ordered  that  he  be  con- 
tinued on  the  list. 

1  Bernard  Drury,  same  'Company, 
]  plead  inability  to  the  Court,  after  in- 
vestigation ordered  that  he  be  con- 
tinued on  the  list. 

Samuel     Drury,    same  Company, 
plead  inability  the  Court  after  inves- 
tigation ord.  he  be  continued  on  the 
list. 
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Captain  Rowland  took  his  seat. 

John  Denkins  of  Capt.  Rhodes  Com- 
pany plead  inability  to  ^he  Court  after 
investigation  ordered  he  'be  continued 
on  the  list. 

William  Buckman,  Lieut,  took  his. 
seat.  * 

Gabriel  Mattingly,  same  Company, 
plead  inability  to  the  Court,  after  in- 
vestigation ordered  tha't  he  be  con- 
tinued on  the  list. 

Andrew  Mudd,  same  Company, 
plead  inability  to  the  Court,  after  in- 
vestigation ordered  he  he  continued 
on  the  list. 

James  Mattingly  of  Capt.  Smith's 
Company,  plead  inability  to  the  Court, 
after  hearing  ordered  he  be  continued 
on  the  list. 

Ignatius  Mattingly,  same  Company, 
plead  inability  to  the  Court  after  in- 
vestigation ordered  he  be  continued 
on  the  list. 
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John  Cook  of  same,  plead  inability 
on   a   rehearing,   after  investigation 
ordered  he  be  exempted  from  Militia 
duty  during  the  same. 

Capt.  Ray  took  his  seat. 
[    Zachariah  Drury  of  Capt.  Philips' 
;  Company,  plead  inability  to  the  Court, 
after  investigation  ordered  he  he  con- 
tinued on  the  list. 

I    Patrick  Ronev  of  Capt.  Forrest's 
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County  Historical  Society 


RACES  MENTIONED  IN 
DEPOSITIONS  OF  1841 


There  were  horse  races  in  Wash- 
ington County  in  the  early  1800's,  and 
they  were  sometimes  attended  by  fatal 
mishaps.  This  is  evident  from  old 
depositions  which  were  reviewed  by 
The  Sun's  feature  editor  a  few  days 
ago. 

The  depositions  in  question  were 
found  in  an  old  volume  piled  away 
with  many  other  books,  on  the  sec- 
ond floor  of  the  Clerks'  Offices  in 
(Springfield. 

In  1841,  John  Kelly,  a  large  land- 
owner on  the  waters  of  Cartwright's 
Creek  in  Washington  County,  petition- 
ed the  County  Court  to  appoint  Pro- 
cessioners  to  procession  his  lands  and 
determined  the  bounds  thereof.  A 
great  deal  of  the  land  to  be  proces- 
Uioned  had  been  purchased  by  Kelly 
1  from  Mordecai  Lincoln  and  Josiah 
Lincoln,  uncles  of  President  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Certain  lines  had  been  obliterated 
and  there  was  a  dispute  between  John 
Kelly  and  Henry  Hayden,  respecting 
a  coiner  to  their  lands.  Henry  Hay- 
den was  a  son  of  Wilfred  Hayden, 
then  deceased,  who  also  had  purchased 
land  from  Mordecai  Lincoln,  and 
which  land'  had  descended  to  Henry. 

John  Janes,  who  said  he  was  born 
in  September,  1786,  and  came  to  the 
neighborhood  in  May,  1891,  made  the 
first  deposition  on  March  29,  1841, 
when  the  Processioners,  interested 
parties,  and  others  gathered  at  a  sugar 
tree  said  to  be  corner  Kelly  and  Hay- 
den. He  said  he  had  married  Wilfred 
Hayden's  step-daughter  in  1808,  and 
that  since  that  event  Wilfred  Hayden 
had  repeatedly  shown  the  sugar  tree 
to  him  as  his  and  John  Kelly's  cor- 
ner. The  last  year  Wilfred  Hayden 
said  a«%-thing  to  Janes  about  the  tree, 
"was  in  the  year  the  pews  was  put 
in  St.  Rose's  Church  (I  think  in  1826) 
as  we  was  returning  from  C.  G.  Bar- 
low's. He  pointed  it  out  to  me  again 
as  his  and  Kelly's  corner."  Asked  if 
Henry  Hayden  was  a  son  of  Wilfred 
Hayden,  Janes  said  "he  is." 

Henry  Hagan  deposed  that  he  "first 
heard  of  said  corner  about  18  years 
ago"  when  he  was  "caused  to  notice 
same  Wilfred  Hayden,  father  to  Hen- 
ry Hayden,  was  about  to  swap  lands 
ami  negroes  with  S.  C.  Brown."  Wil- 
fred Hayden  then  showed  him  the  cor- 
ner. Asked  if  there  was  a  dogwood 
tree  there  at  the  time,  Hagan  said 
"there  was  and  Samuel  Hayden  was 


about  to  cut  it  down  and  his  father 
told  him  not  to  as  it  would  make  a 
jar  between  Mr.  Kelly  and  Mr.  Hay- 
den." 

Isaac  Janes  said  he  remembered  the- 
coiner  and  the  tree  because  "there 
was  a  race  there  some  time  ago  be- 
tween Buckman's  'Ball'  and  Grundy's 
'Judge"  and  then  John  Rudd  who  was 
present  put  his  hand  on  the  tree  and 
said  it  was  corner  to  Kelly  and  Hay- 

iden."    Asked  if  John  Rudd  was  not 

I  dead,  Janes  said  he  had  been  dead 

l  about  1<3  years. 

Robert  L.  Mudd  followed  Isaac 
Janes.    He  said  that  he  "had  always 

'understood  from  rumor  that  the  said 
sugar  was  Kelly  and  Haydens  corner." 
He  added  that  "the  said  tree  was 
made  notorious  by  Clem  Boblett  hav- 
ing been  killed  against  that  tree  (as 
I  have  understood)  in  riding  a  race." 

Stephen  C.  Brown  was  the  last  of 
the  deponents.  He  added  nothing  to 
what  the  others  had  said  save  that 
he  thought  it  was  in  December,  1822, 
that  he  was  about  to  make  an  ex- 
change of  land  with  Wilfred  Hayden. 

The  old  book  from  which  the  fore- 
going was  taken,  contains  some  ad- 
ditional surveys  and  depositions  of 
interest.  There  is  a  plat  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  survey  of  the  land  the 
Rev.  Edward  Fenwick  purchased  from 
John  Waller,  with  the  mill  site  and 
mill  race  marked.  The  book  has  about 
500  pages  but  less  than  one  third  was 
used.  The  last  entry  states  that  "the 
records  are  continued  in  the  new 
book."  This  "new  book"  has  not  been 
found  by  the  writer. 


"Mr.  Leachman's  people  came  from 
Prince  William  County,  Va.,  to  Boyle 
I  County,  Ky.     The  first  comer  was 
I  named  Simon  Leachman. 
I    "The  grave-yard  was   most  inter- 
[esting — very  English  or  Scotch.  The 
i  main  burials  were  old  tombs.   The  one 
jof   the    Robertson   woman    was  the 
earliest,  and  its  foundation  was  of 
well-shaped,  even  rough  stones,  with 
straight  lines  of  separation,  but  no- 
mortar.    It  had  a  top  covering  stone 
at  lease  4  inches  thick  and  all  the 
others  were  as  thick  but  not  as  broad 
as  this  with  (here  the  wirter  drew  a 
|  sketch  of  type — O.W.B.)  moulding. 

"This    oldest    is    Mary  Robertsert 
(Norwegian  or  Sweedish  in  spelling) 
died  1811,  in  her  73d  year.    Born  then 
in  1748.     The  inscription  was  clear 
(and  simple,  no  'Sacred  to  the  mem- 
lory'  being  used. 

I  "The  second  was  of  Win.  T.  Cald- 
(well,  born  May  15,  1762;  died  1827. 
| The  script. of  this  tomb  is  very  ornate 
I  old  English,  especially  the  word 
'Sacred'  (here  Miss  Thompson  il- 
lustrates) somewhat  like  this. 

"The  third  was  of  Mary  Caldwell, 
born  May  15,  1772;  died  1827.  Her 
inscription  was  simpler.  Then  Thomasi 
Caldwell,  born  July,  1798;  died  Au- 
gust 12,  an  infant.  The  stone  of  this 
infant  was  a  vertical  ornamental  slat). 
Cemented  smooth  iblocks  were  under 
all  the  big  tombs  except  Mary  Rob- 
ertsen's.  A  couple  of  the  foundations 
were  with  a  few  broken-down  stones. 
One  slab  was  on  a  broken  foundation 
and  without  any  legible  inscription 
except  'Died  1827.' 

"There  were  two  more  tombs.  Sarah 
Jane  Caldwell,  b.  1807;  d.  1838,  and 
Elizabeth  Caldwell,  b.  1800;  d.  1810. 

"I  think  some  infectious  disease  like 
typhoid  must  have  stricken  those  who 
died  in  1827  (three  grown  people). 
All  the  cemented  masonry  was  later 
than  1811.  Two  additional  stones 
were  for  William  Caldwell,  b.  1805; 
died  1850,  his  stone  exactly  like  his 
father's,  and  Isabella  McChord,  daugh- 
er  of  John  and  Lydia  McChord,  born 
April  27,  1800;  died  March  26,  1832. 

"The  west  half  of  the  yard  shows 
a  number  of  straight  rough  stone 
slabs  and  these  reach  up  neariy  to 
the  positions  of  the  Caldwell  tombs. 
I  think  they  were  earlier  burials  and 
were  of  pioneers.  I  do  not  think 
slaves  would  have  been  buried  within 
same  enclosure,  as  close  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  whites. 

"We  drove  back  by  a  lane  road  down 
to  the  river  bluff.    A  cultivated  field 
was  between  the  bluff  and  the  river 
and  at  (X)  was  an  old  Indian  race 
track.    (The  writer  here  sketched  tha 
course  of  her  route.)    Miles  Saunders 
and  Mr.  Leachman  studied  it  earlier. 
Its  form  was  much  clearer  then.  Ib 
was  a  track  for  running  about  a  half 
mile  and  the  Indians  must  have  used 
jit.   Arrow  stones  were  made  near  by. 
i  A  mound  was  in  a  field  that  was  the 
factory'  place  it  is  said,  and  these 
arrow  points  have  been  found  in  abun- 
dance thereabout." 


Old  Caldwell  Home  And 

Burying  Ground  Described 


Note-Books  of  Miss  Kate  Thompson 
Contain  Much  Interesting  And 
Valuable  Historical  Data. 

'  ~  *   1 0  •  n  •  3  | 

Some  months  ago,  through  the  kind- 
ness of  Prof.  Stith  Thompson,  of 
Bloomington,  Ind.,  -the  editor  of  this 
page  was  privileged  to  examine  a 
number  of  old  note-books  that  had 
been  the  property  of  the  late  Kate  A. 
Thompson,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Miss  Thompson  was  a  devout  stu- 
dent of  history  and  she  had  travelled1 
extensively,  gathering  a  great  amount 
of  data  pertaining  to  the  families  of 
Thompson,  Mitchell,  Litsey,  Berry, 
and  others.  She  never,  however,  so 
far  as  we  know,  put  the  material  gath- 
ered into  anything  like  an  orderly 
and  complete  narration.  There  were 
some  five  or  six  note-books  in  all, 
each  containing  a  great  amount  of 
data  written  down  as  the  writer  pro- 
ceeded from  place  to  place. 

On  numerous  occasions  Miss  Thomp- 
son visited  Washington  County,  and 
her  note-books  tell  the  story  of  her 
ramblings  from  home  to  home.  One 
place  visited  was  the  old  Caldwell 
home,  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  Springfield.  Of  her  visit  there, 
she  wrote  in  the  following  manner: 

"I  visited  the  old  Caldwell  home 
with  Mr.  H.  Leachman  and  Mrs.  David 
Litsey.  It  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Hen- 
ry Leachman  whose  father  lived  there. 

"The  house  is  a  very  old  one  but 
not  the  earliest.  The  first  house  was 
a  handsome  brick.  A  stone  in  the 
chimney  in  the  garret  bore  the  date 
1787.  This  brick  house  was  there 
when  Thomas  Leachman,  father  of 
Henry,  bought  the  place  in  1867.  The 
house  was  in  extent,  from  the  pile 
of  brick  from  the  chimney  site  to  the 
east  of  south  end,  about  fifty  feet. 
It  had  a  beautiful  large  living  room 
with  richly  carved  mantle  and  there 
was  other  fine  old  wood  showing.  A 
fire  destroyed  this  house  and  the  pres- 
ents, a  frame,  is  near  the  wall  line 
of  the  earlier  house. 

"Extending  from  the  main  rooms, 
separated  by  a  hall,  was  the  old  stone 
floored  kitchen.  A  little  farther  way 
back  was  a  stone  house  with  two 
square  holes  on  each  side  of  the  chim- 
ney on  the  south  or  east  side.  Mr. 
McChord  and  Mr.  Leachman  both  tell 
me  that  when  the  earliest  Caldwell, 


William  (son  of  Robert  Caldwell  of 
Mercer),  lived  there  m  the  earliest 
|  house,  that  Terah  Templin,  a  beloved 
j  minister  of  the  earliest  Presbyterian 
.Church,  came  so  often  that  Mr.  Cald- 
well had  the  stone  house  put  up  for 
him.    It  was  known  from  early  times 
as  'The  Preacher's  House.' 
|    "There  is  left  out  on  the  place, 
'about  a  half  a  block  away  from  the 
jmain  house,  still  as  well  preserved  as 
I  the  Preacher  Cabin,  a  large  cabin  of 
|  stone  with  more  windows  that  was 
one  of  the  slaves'  homes  on  this  place. 
The  square  holes  in  the  cabin,  high 
,  up,  are  said  to  have  been  for  firing: 
;  through  against  Indian  attacks. 

"Mr.  Henry  Leachman's  memory 
I  went  well  back.  He  says  he  knows 
that  the  mill  which  was  built  on  the 
:  McChord  Branch  of  the  river  along- 
the  old  road  (clearly  showing,  its 
traces  yet)  that  went  past  the  Keensr 
place  and  this  Caldwell  home  on  to- 
Mackville,  and  which  was  later  made 
!a  disused  road  by  the  present  county 
(road,  was  built  by  the  Caldwells  who 
,  owned  it  and  the  race.  Mr.  Leach- 
I  man  says  that  he  was  born  in  1842,. 
j  and  as  he  was  a  'kid'  interested  in 
the  mill,  and  well  remembers  the 
structure,  etc.,  of  it  and  the  race. 
The  mill  must  have  been  standing  as- 
late  as  1855.  He  says  the  mill  was  a. 
large  all  stone  or  'rock'  structure, 
two  stories,  and  the  race  water  was 
caught  by  an  old  double  wooden  mill 
wheel  with  wooden  troughs,  each  cap- 
'  able  of  holding  a  half  barrel  of  water. 
He  says  there  was  a  dam  (traces  still 
showing)  and  the  water  poured  out 
of  these  troughs  or  buckets  and  made 
a  rush  and  roar.  It  was  a  flouring: 
mill.  He  says  the  mill  on  the  Berry- 
place  was  a  saw  mill  and  he  remem- 
bers it  as  an  old  wooden  structure, 
and  that  it  was  a  sash  saw  mill. 

"The  Caldwells  had  a  large  burying- 
ground  across  from  the  old  road.  This 
must  have  been  used  by  English  peo- 
ple. A  stone  wall,  built  by  Thomas 
Leachman,  surrounds  the  place,  and 
the  lot  is  about  200  feet  square.  There 
are  locust  trees  and  the  place  is  very- 
shaded.  A  persimmon  and  apple 
orchard  was  on  this  same  side  of  the 
road.  There  were  two  very  old  per- 
simmon trees  that  bore  seedless  fruit, 
a  rarity,  but  there  were  some  others 
on  a  few  places  in  the  county.  The 
persimmon  is  a  native  tree. 

"A  very  old  milk  trough  is  in  the 
yard  (stone)  and  marks  the  site  of 
a  fine  old  milk  house.  A  cellar  and 
ice  house  were  later  on  the  place.  The 
basement  of  the  old  brick  house  had 
a  stone  floor  and  was  fine  and  roomy 
under  the  whole  of  the  main  house. 

"There  were  Mitchells  living  in  the 
old  brick  house  for  awhile.  He  was- 
from  Jefferson  £ounty. 

"Mr.  Leachman  told  about  the  'Big 
Linton,'. who  was  a  drinker,  and  so 
was  the  Mitchell.  He  said  if  Linton 
was  in  town  and  ran  across  any  other 
man  as  big  as  himself,  that  he  would 
go  up  and  slap  him  in  the  face  and 
then  they  would  fight  to  a  finish 
right  there  in  the  street.  He  told  off 
a  story  of  two  men  stripping  to  the 
waist  and  fighting  a  long  fight  out 
in  the  public  road. 


HE  information 
contained  in  "Lin- 
coln and  the  Lin- 
colns"  is  that  furnished  the 
author  by  the  old  residents 
of  Mill  Creek,  whose  fathers 
knew  all  of  the  Lincolns,  and 
who  migrated  with  them  to 
Kentucky  in  1780. 

The  births  of  these  resi- 
dents ranged  from  1786  to 
1  832,  and  the  deaths  from 
1  83  3  to  1892.  None  of 
them  were  ever  interviewed 
by  another  biographer:  most 
of  them  died  before  1892. 

Before,  and  at  the  time  of 
the  birth  of  President  Lin- 
coln, they  lived  within  two 
or  three  miles  of  Tom  Lin- 
coln, the  President's  father. 

All  critics,  lawyers  and 
historians  who  have  read  the 
facts  contained  herein  pro- 
nounce the  proof  conclusive 
as  to  President  Lincoln's 
birth  on  Mill  Creek  and  not 
in  the  famous  log  cabin. 


This  volume  contains  the  story  of  Bill  Aus- 
tin, Lincoln  Spy,  and  his  relation  to  Captain 
Thomas  Hincs,  of  the  Confederacy. 

The  story  of  the  planned  assassination  of 
Lincoln's  cabinet  and  the  conspiracy  to  kidnap 
the  President  by  the  twenty-seven  Kentuc- 
kians  who  raided  St.  Albans,  Vermont  and 
escaped  into  Canada. 

The  first  authentic  story  of  the  activity  of 
Nancy  Lincoln,  sister  of  Thomas  Lincoln  in 
behalf  of  the  Kcntuckians  during  the  reign  (if 
terror  in  that  state. 

The  inside  of  the  controversy  between  Lin- 
coln and  Stanton. 
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Mlse  Naomi  Bodgers 
Springfield,  Ky. 

Dear  Mies  Bodgers: 

It  mb 8  good  indeed  to  hear  from  yea  and  especially 
I  was  delighted  to  hear  the  neve  about  the  removB).  of  the 
Franc is  Berry  house. 

The  discovery  which  I  made  at  Bards  town  on  my  last 
visit  there  I  shall  be  pleaaed  to  use  in  a  very  early  copy  of 
Lincoln  Lore  and  possibly  to  tie  It  in  with  a  little  story 
about  the  moving  of  the  Francis  Berry  house. 

I  wonder  if  you  could  get  for  me  the  Act  of  Legislature 
which  appropriated  the  money   and  any  other  statement  about  It 
which  would  be  of  Interest  to  our  readers  of  Lincoln  Lore. 
The  location  of  the  old  home  will  help  the  part  tremendously 
and  cause  much  more  Interest  In  the  very  fine  project  you  have 
developed  there.  I  may  be  able  to  come  down  at  the  time  of 
dedication  if  I  can  find,  time  to  do  so. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:EB 


Director 
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Dr  Gerald  McMurtry 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Dr  McMurtry: 

The  Washington  County  Sesquicentennial  Committee 
is  presenting  an  anniversary  re-enactment  of  the 
marriage  of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  "ancy  Hanks,  parents 
of  President  Lincoln,  at  Lincoln  Homestead  Park 
on  June  12,  1959  at  11  A.M. 

That  descendants  of  the  rianks  and  Lincoln  families 
willortray  the  characters  in  the  pa  eant  makes  it 
quite  unique.    A  homecoming  of  former  residents  will 
also  be  a  feature  of  the  day . 

Since  this  event  is  to  be  one  of  the  outstanding 
Kentucky  observances  of  the  Sesquicentennial  ^ear, 
we  are  inviting  you  to  be  our  guest  at  that  time. 

Hoping  that  you  can  arrange  your  schedule  to 
include  this  Kentucky  celebration,    I  remain, 


Cordially  yours,, 
l^eret^t^Hale  Jr. 


CELEBRATION 

<JL  Jil^vOay  of  c^UUn.  Xincoini  <PaienU 


c3bz  Bziry  iJioms. 

LINCOLN  HOMESTEAD  PARK 

JUNE  12,  1959 


Lincoln  Sesquicentennial  Committee  of 
Washington  County,  Kentucky 

Everett  Hale,  Jr.,  and  William  J.  Robertson,  Co-chairmen. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Elder,  Secretary. 
Hon.  John  A.  Polin,  Hon.  Joseph  Polin,  Dr.  Hambleton  Tapp, 
Honorary  Chairmen. 


To  the  hundreds  of  Washington  County  citizens  whose  countless 
hours  of  labor  and  months  of  planning  have  made  today's  Program  from 
yesterday's  Dream,  we  extend  sincerest  thanks. 


All  those  who  have  had  any  part  in  bringing  "A  Day  in  June"  from 
out  of  the  past  into  the  present  wish  to  take  the  opportunity  to  recognize 
with  pride  our  own  Helen  Redmond  Lewis. 

It  is  through  her  tireless  study  of  pioneer  Kentucky  customs,  habits 
and  history,  her  research  into  the  geneological  background  of  the  Lin- 
colns,  the  Berrys  and  their  Washington  County  neighbors,  her  accuracy 
in  detail,  her  imagination,  where  imagination  is  needed,  and  lastly  her 
ability  to  weave  a  drama  that  we  are  able  to  present  a  re-enactment  as 
pleasant,  as  poetic  and  true  as  will  be  unfolded  here  today. 

To  Helen  Redmond  Lewis  we  say  a  simple  but  sincere  "Thank  you." 


The  original  Lincoln  Marriage  Bond  is  being  displayed,  under  the 
supervision  of  deputized  attendants,  in  the  log  cabin  booth  on  the  Club- 
house lawn. 

Kentucky  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial  Commission 

Dr.  William  H.  Townsend,  Chairman 

Dr.  Hambleton  Tapp,  Vice-Chairman 

Dr.  Rhea  A.  Taylor,  Executive  Director 


Program  of  Events 


Trek   to  Park  9  AM. 

"A  DAY   IN  JUNE"  11  A.M. 

Welcome  from  a  Representative  of  the  Commonwealth  12  A.M. 

Greetings  from  Dr.  William  H.  Townsend 

Address  by  Dr.  Hambleton  Tapp 

Presentation  of  Plaque  honoring  Mr.  O.  W.  Baylor  by  Dr.  Tapp 
Recognition  of  Lincoln  Penny  Collectors  by  Dr.  Rhea  Taylor 

Lunch 

Contests  and  Games  1:30  P.M. 

Songs  by  the  Springettes  2:30  P.M. 

Costume  Awards,  Chr.  Everett  Hale 

Miss  Edna  Ritchie,  Folk  Songs 

Costume  Awards,  Chr.  Wm.  J.  Robertson 

Mr.  Jim  Morris  of  "The  Stephen  Foster  Story" 
Abraham  Lincoln  Awards,  J.  W.  Janes 


Miss  Edna  Ritchie,  Folk  Songs 

Costume  Awards,  Chr.  Wm.  J.  Robertson 
Mr.  Jim  Morris  of  "The  Stephen 
Abraham  Lincoln  Awards 

Square  Dance  On  The  Green 


A  DAY  IN  JUNE 


The  Wedding  of  Nancy  Hanks  and  Thomas  Lincoln 

(Principals  of  this  cast  are  all  relatives  of  the  characters  they  portray) 

PROLOGUE   Donald  Campbell 

Uncle  Dan,  the  nai-rator  D.  C.  Hubbard,  Jr. 

Nancy  Hanks  Nancy  Lucille  Walker 

Thomas   Lincoln  Bob  Walker 

Mrs.  Brazelton  Mrs.  Mary  Overall 

Polly  Brazelton  _  Mrs.  Jimmie  Hamilton 

;:  Francis  Berry  Willis  Walker 

Elizabeth  Berry  Kathleen  Walker 

Little  Richard  Berry  Eric  Walker 

Little  Mary  Berry  Janice  Hale 

Josiah  Lincoln  and  family — Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Albert  Walker,  Judy 
Walker,  Jimmie  Walker,  Edwin  Hamilton. 

*  Sally  Mitchell  Thompson  Janet  Goatley 

John  Thompson  Lewis  Leachman 

'Jack  Hardin  _  Bob  Tate  McElroy 

Mordecai  Lincoln  and  family — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chester  Goatley,  Paula 
Goatley,  Sally  Goatley,  Billy  Hunter  Goatley 

Mrs.  Ann  Berry  Deathan  and  daughters — Mrs.  Bob  Walker,  Sarah  Louise 
Hamilton,  Ann  Thomas  Walker. 

Richard  Berry,  Jr.,  and  family — Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  C.  Peters,  Jr.,  Frankie 
Peters,  Bill  Peters,  Betty  Peters,  Mary  Haydon  Peters,  Pete  Peters, 
Penny  Polin,  Mary  Julia  Polin,  Ewie  Polin. 

Henry  and  Lucy  Hanks  Sparrow  and  family — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murray 
Walker,  Sally  Hamilton,  Joan  Hamilton,  Mary  Ruth  Hamilton,  Alice 
Ann  Kelly 

Randall  and  *Mary  Gregory  Litsey  and  family — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Goat- 
ley, Bayse  Goatley,  Mickie  N.  Goatley,  Edd  G.  Goatley,  Steven  Hale. 


The  Widow  Lincoln  (Bersheba) 


Mrs.  Carroll  Keily 


Mary  Lincoln  Crume 


Mrs.  Everett  Hale 


Ralph  Crume. 


Everett  Hale 


Ann  Lincoln  Brumfield 


Betty  Lee  Hardin 


William  Brumfield. 


Murray  Walker,  Jr. 


*  Jessie  Head  and  family— Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Goatley,  David  M.  Goatley, 
John  Boone,  Joe  W.  Boone,  Julie  Boone,  Carroll  Kelly,  Jr. 


Joseph  Hanks  and  family — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Russell,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wesley  Shewmaker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Wayne,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Helen 
Harmon,  David  and  Jackie  Shewmaker 

Neighbors — Mrs.  David  Litsey,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Gregory,  Miss  Olive  Walker, 
Miss  Naomi  Rodgers,  Dixie  Snider,  Bob  Lee  Eddleman,  Jr.,  Ralph 
Boldrick,  Donnie  Polin,  Johnny  Polin,  Mary  Shelton  Ward,  Susan 
Hubbard 

Berry  slaves — Margie  Warfield,  Lula  Coleman,  Jim  and  Lizzie  Brown, 
Ancil  and  Etta  Spurley  and  Goddard  Walker. 

Voice  of  Uncle  Dan  H.  A.  McCabe 

Voice  of  little  Richard  Hugh  B.  Gregory,  II 

Voice  of  Mary  Berry  Cathy  Lewis 

EPILOGUE   Donald  Campbell 

Script — Helen  R.  Lewis.  Director — Naomi  Rodgers.  Sound  technician — J. 
W.  Janes.  Advisers — Miss  Olive  Walker,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Gregory,  Ear] 
Campbell,  Joe  Haydon. 


Edward  Berry. 


Jimmie  Hamilton 


^Historical  Data 


BERRY — Francis  and  Richard  Berry,  Jr.,  assumed  guardianship  of 
Nancy  Hanks  upon  the  death  of  their  father,  Richard  Berry,  Sr.,  who  was 
Nancy's  uncle.  Richard  Berry,  Jr.,  signed  the  marriage  bond. 

JESSE  HEAD — Methodist  circuit  rider,  student  of  law,  Washington 
County  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  owner  of  a  cabinet  shop  in  Springfield 
employing  several  apprentices,  Jesse  Head  was  an  influential  man  in  the 
early  days  of  the  county.  His  home  and  shop  were  located  on  the  "town 
lot"  where  Mr.  John  A.  Polin's  home  now  stands.  The  Head  family  later 
moved  to  Harrodsburg  where  he  published  a  Democratic  newspaper  called 
"The  American." 

SARAH  MITCHELL  THOMPSON— Kidnapped  by  Indians  at  the  age 
of  eleven  and  held  captive  for  more  than  three  years,  the  orphaned  Sarah 
Mitchell  was  taken  into  the  home  of  Richard  Berry,  Sr.,  and  reared  with 
Nancy  Hanks.  Married  to  John  Thompson  in  the  spring  of  1806,  Sarah 
"stood  up"  with  Nancy  at  the  latter's  wedding  the  following  June.  Nancy 
and  Thomas  Lincoln's  daughter  was  named  for  Sarah  Mitchell  Thompson. 

JACK  HARDIN — During  an  Indian  raid  Betsy  Hardin,  Jack's  wife, 
was  captured  and  carried  North  by  the  savages.  After  several  years  in 
captivity,  she  was  recovered  by  a  scouting  party  of  which  Mordecai 
Lincoln,  Thomas's  brother,  was  a  member.  Jack  Hardin  is  said  to  have 
hated  Indians  so  fanatically  that  he  had  to  kill  at  least  one  during  the 
day  in  order  to  sleep  at  night! 

MARY  GREGORY  LITSEY— One  of  Nancy's  intimate  associates, 
Mary  made  the  wedding  dress  and  attended  the  wedding  of  Thomas  and 
Nancy.  The  Litseys  were  responsible  for  preserving  and  passing  on  much 
of  the  information  on  early  Lincoln  family  history. 


Our  Musicians 


THE  SPRINGETTES,  recently  graduated  from  Springfield  High 
School,  have  had  numerous  singing  engagements  throughout  the  state 
during  the  last  three  years.  Directed  by  Mrs.  Frances  Shultz,  they  are. 
Julia  McClure,  Berry  Tapp,  Beverly  Wharton,  Carol  Burress,  Lana  Dae 
Coyle  and  Ann  Webb. 

EDNA  RITCHIE,  of  Viper,  Kentucky,  is  one  of  the  famed  "Singing 
Ritchies"  who  are  credited  with  preserving  the  many  folk  songs  that 
came  into  Kentucky  with  the  pioneers.  Miss  Ritchie  teaches  in  Viper  High 
School. 

JIM  MORRIS,  baritone,  who  has  sung  roles  in  "My  Fair  Lady"  and 
other  hit  musicals,  will  portray  Stephen  Foster  in  the  forthcoming  Bards- 
town  production  of  "The  Stephen  Foster  Story"  which  opens  June  26. 

The  spiritual  heard  in  the  pageant  was  recorded  by  the  choir  of  the 
Springfield  A.  M.  E.  Church  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Shirley  Spencer. 

GUITARISTS — Mr.  B.  D.  Milburn  and  Mr.  Pete  Padgett. 

FIDDLERS — Mr.  Bert  Padgett  and  Mr.  Ben  Coyle. 


EPILOGUE 


And  so,  on  a  day  in  June,  Nancy  and  Thomas  Lincoln 
rode  away,  across  the  green  meadow  where  they  had  played 
together  in  the  days  of  their  childhood  and  up  the  hill  where 
they  had  picked  wild  strawberries  and  hunted  for  beechnuts 
and  gathered  the  frost-ripened  persimmons.  Behind  them 
they  left  the  security  of  friends  and  loving  kinsmen  and  the 
staunch  log  walls  of  the  homes  that  had  given  them  shelter. 
With  them  went  their  few  belongings — a  quilt  or  two,  some 
extra  clothing,  an  iron  kettle,  a  cherished  Bible.  Scant  fur- 
nishings even  for  the  one  room  log  cabin  that  was  to  be  their 
home!  Ahead  of  them  lay  toil  and  trouble,  frustration  and 
disappointment,  poverty,  illness  and  untimely  death.  Ahead 
of  them,  too,  lay  an  immortal  glory  to  be  reflected  upon  their 
memory  by  a  man  as  yet  unborn,  a  man  who  would  bear  their 
name.  But  all  this,  of  course,  they  did  not  know  on  that  day  in 
June  when  they  rode  away  together,  across  the  meadow  and 
over  the  hill  . 


THE  SPRINGFIELD  SUN 


A    DAY    IN  JUNE 
(Prolttgue) 

Welcome ,  friends  and  wedding  guests j  welcome  to  the  land  of  the  Lincolns. 
This  is  the  site  of  the  first  Kentucky  home  of  the  Lincoln  family  who,  in  the 
year  1782,  came  over  the  mountains  from  Rockingham  County,  Virginia,  to  settle 
in  the  Indian-infested  wilderness  of  Kentucky  country.    Captain  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Sr.,  was  the  head  of  the  family,  and  with  him  came  his  wife,  Bersheba,  his  sons, 
Mordecai,  Josiah,  and  Thomas,  and  his  daughters,  Mary  and  Ann.    VJith  their  axes 
Captain  Abraham  and  his  young  sons  cleared  the  land  on  whi-;h  we  are  standing 
at  this  moment  and  built  the  log  cabin  which  vras  their  home  for  eighteen  years. 
Here  Thomas  Lincoln  grew  to  manhood  and  courted  and  married  Nancy  Hanks.  Here 
Captain  Abraham  was  shot  by  an  Indian  in  1738,  and  just  over  the  hill  he  lies 
buried. 

The  Lincoln  Sesqui centennial  Tear  is  now  five  months  old,  and  across  the 
nation,  in  village  and  city,  from  the  great  halls  of  Congress  to  the  tiniest 
country  schoolhouse,  the  name  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln  has  been  honored 
and  his  memory  blessed. 

We,  too,  here  in  Washington  County,  would  pay  tribute  to  President  Lin- 
coln.   And  in  so  doing  we  must  honor  also  the  parents  who  gave  him  birth  and  the 
community  that  shaped  their  characters,  and  so,  in  time,  formulated  the  person- 
ality that  was  Abraham  Lincoln.    To  praise  the  steadfast  courage  of  the  President 
in  the  soul-trying  days  of  the  Civil  War  is  to  praise  the  fortitude  of  his  pio- 
neer ancestors  who  hacked  a  homestead  from  the  wilderness  that  was  Kentucky.  To 
recall  the  honesty,  humility,  and  simplicity  that  will  always  be  symbolic  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  nature  is  to  remember  that  his  forebears  were  likewise  an 
honest,  humble,  simple  folk,  living  in  harmony  with  their  neighbors  here  in  the 
Beechland  community. 

During  the  tragic  war  years  President  Lincoln  often  found  relief  from  pain 
in  humor.  "I  laugh,"  he  once  told  a  friend,  "because  I  must  not  cry." 


-  2  -  Prologue 

Just  so,  in  the  early  frontier  days  his  pioneer  ancestors  had  to  laugh  to  keep 
from  crying.    Life  was  filled  with  danger  and  heartbreak  and  hard  work.  Occa- 
sions for  light-hearted  laughter  were  few,  but  when  such  an  occasion    arose  the 
families  gathered  from  all  corners  of  the  settlement  to  make  merry.    The  fiddles 
sang  and  the  children  danced,  and  there  was  drinking  and  feasting. 

Just  such  an    occasion  was  the  wedding  of  Nancy  Hanks  to  Thomas  Lincoln 
on  June  12,  1806.    It  had  been  a  long  cold  winter  with  much  sickness  and  a  num- 
ber of  deaths.    A  January  blizzard  destroyed  much  of  the  livestock,  and  a  late 
spring  thaw  flooded  the  fertile  bottomlands.    There  was  much  to  ory  about  that 
winter  along  the  Little  Beech,  and  when  the  day  of  the  wedding  arrived  the 
folks  were  ready  for  a  little  laughter  -  -  -  -  - 


(The  farm  bell  begins  to  ring  slowly) 


-  1  - 


Helen  R.  Lewis 


A    DAY    IN  JUNE 

(As  the  farm  bell's  ringing  ceases,  an  old  man  appears  in  the  front  door  and 
steps  out.    He  looks  back  into  the  house  and  shakes  his  head,) 
Uncle  Dan:    A  house  is  no  place  fer  a  man  when  the  womenfolks  air  gettin'  ready 
fer  a  weddin' .    Whew-eel    Let  Francis  Berry  stay  in  there  and  fetch  and  tote  if 
he  wants  to  but  not  mei    I'm  too  old  and  tired  for  sech  almighty  foolishness. 
(He  drags  a  chair  to  a  shady  spot  and  sits  down.)    I'll  just  set  here  in  the 
shade  and  watch  the  goings-on, 

Tom  and  Nancy' ve  sure  got  'em  a  purty  day  to  get  wedded.    I  don't  reckon 
there's  any  spot  in  the  world  can  beat  Kentucky  in  June,  with  the  redbirds 
a'callin'  in  the  thickets  and  the  wild  roses  bloomin'  on  the  hills. 

When  first  I  laid  eyes  upon  this  land  it  put  me  in  mind  of  that  garden 
God  planted,  and  I  said  to  Tom's  pappy,  Cap'n  Lincoln,  "Look  Abraham,  'Out  of 
the  ground  the  Lord  God  has  made  to  grow  every  tree  that  is  pleasant  to  the 
sight  and  every  plant  and  every  herb,  and  He  has  sent  a  river  to  water  it  all' .' 

And  Cap'n  Abraham  looked  around  with  them  quick  sharp  eyes  of  his'n  and 
answered  ae  slow  and  thoughty  like,  "Yes,  Dan,"  he  said, "and  behind  every  tree 
there's  a  red-skinned  serpent  waitin'  to  drive  us  out  of  this  Garden  of  Edenl" 
(Uncle  Dan  sighs  and  shakes  his  head.)    Well,  one  of  the  red  devils  got  Abraham 
all  right.    But  they  didn't  drive  us  out  of  the  garden.    We've  stayed  here  and 
we've  multiplied.    We've  cleared  our  land  and  planted  our  crops  and  built  our 
homes.    We've  birthed  ouf  young  and  buried  our  dead,  and  with  each  birthing 
and  each  buryin'  our  roots  push  a  mite  deeper  into  the  garden  land  of  Kentucky, 
'Twas  like  Cap'n  Lincoln  said,  that  first  winter  in  the  wilderness  when  the 
Injuns  was  pesterin'  us  and  food  was  scarce  and  there  was  rumors  of  smallpox. 
David  Ryan  and  the  McLaughlins  was  all  fer  packin'  up  and  goin'  back  to  Vir- 
ginny,  and  there  warn't  a  man  amongst  us  who  could  think  up  a  good  argymint 
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aginst  it  until  Cap'n  Lincoln  spoke  up  in  that  slow,  soft-like way  of  his'n. 
"Go,  boy,"  he  said  to  David.    "Go,  if  you  think  best.    But  you'll  come  back.  At 
long  as  yore  little  Davie  lays  buried  out  there  under  the  wild  plum  tree,  there'll 
be  a  hankerin'  inside  ya  that'll  bring  you  back." 

So  David  Ryan  stayed.    He  had  other  sons  and  daughters,  too,  as  did  the 
McLaughlins.    I  guess  they'll  all  be  corain'  today  to  see  Tom  and  Nancy  married. 
Everybody' 11  be  here,  I  reckon.    I  hear  they  recessed  the  big  court  in  town 
so's  folks  could  come  to  the  weddin' .    And  the  Widder  Lincoln  and  her  folks 
are  comin'  -  all  the  way  from  Elizabethtowni 

Little  Richard  (from  upstairs  window):    Uncle  Danl    Uncle  Dan!      There's  a  big 
smother  of  dust  comin'  down  the  road  from  Rowan's  Bottoms  with  a  wagon  and 
horses  in  the  middle!    And  it's  full  of  folks  -  all  comin'  to  the  weddin'. 
(Uncle  Dan  stands  up  and,  shading  his  eyes  with  his  hands,  looks  northward.) 
Uncle  Dan:    Looks  like  Richard  Berry  and  Polly  and  their  younguns.    (Cranes hit 
neck)    Yep,  I'd  know  them  horses  of  Richard's  anywhere  -  Rosy  and  Lofty,  they 
be,  left  him  by  his  pappy  when  he  died  in  '98.    (Uncle  Dan  mops  his  face  with  a 
bright  bandana  and  sits  down  again)    A  good  man  he  was^  old  Richard  Berry,  solid 
and  God-fearin'  and  with  a  heart  as  big  as  all  Kentucky.    VTienever  a  body  was  in 
need  or  had  trouble  'twas  to  Richard  Berry  he  turned  for  help  and  advice.    He  was 
a  man  you  could  put  your  trust  in,  Richard  Berry  was.    And  the  Lord  must  have 
looked  with  special  favor  on  the  Berrys  -  He  blessed  'em  with  eight  strong, 
healthy  younguns,  fertile  land  with  springs  that  never  failed  and  livestock 
that  J93t  kep'  increasin' .    Guess  there  warn't  a  more  prosperous  man  along  the 
Little  Beech  than  old  Richard  Berry.    Little  Nancy  Hanks  fell  into  a  good  home 
when  her  maw  left  her  with  Richcrd  and  Rachel.    They  raised  her  up  like  their 
very  own.    With  his  dyin'  breath  Richard  made  his  boys  promise  to  look  after 
their  sisters  and  Nancy  Hanks. 


-3- 

(The  Richard  Berrys  arrive  in  a  wagon  with  their  slaves  and  several  baskets  of 
food.    Francis  and  Elizabeth  Berry  come  out  to  greet  them,  little  Mary  holding 
to  her  mother's  skirt  and  young  Richard  waving  from  the  upstairs  window.  The 
slaves  take  the  baskets  to  the  side  of  the  house  where  tables  have  been  set  up 
and  other  servants  are  at  work.    Just  as  the  Berry  horses  are  being  led  away  a 
buggy  arrives  carrying  Lucy  Hanks  Sparrow  and  her  husband.    The  women,  who  have 
started  toward  the  house,  turn  back  to  welcome  the  newcomers  and  the  men  join 
them  as  one  of  the  men  slaves  comes  to  take  the  Sparrow  horses.) 
Uncle  Dan:  By  grannies,  that's  Nancy's  maw,  Lucy  Sparrow  and  her  husband,  come 
all  the  way  from  Harrodstown.    Last  time  I  saw  Lucy  was  at  Rachel  Berry's  funeral, 
nigh  on  to  two  years  ago.    She  wanted  to  take  Nancy  home  with  her  then,  but  the 
Berry  boys  wouldn't  hear  to  it  -  said  they'd  promised  their  pappy  to  look  after 
Nancy  till  she  got  a  man  of  her  own,  and  that's  what  they  aimed  to  do. 
(The  women  go  inside  while  the  men  stay  outside  greeting  other  guests  arriving 
on  foot.) 

Uncle  Dan  (chuckling):    There'll  be  no  corn  hoed  nor  weeds  chopped  in  these 
parts  today!    Ever'  last  man,  woman,  and  youngun  in  the  countryside's  acomin' 
to  the  weddin'.    There's  the  Mitchells  and  Miz  Hardin  -  guess  old  Jack  Hardin'll 
be  a-ridin'  around  here  all  day,  a-scou.tin''  fer  injuns.    Never  saw  a  man  hate 
injuns  like  Jack  does  -  it's  like  a  fever  a-burnin*  in  him.    All  of  us  old-timers 
has  plenty  of  reason  for  dislikin'  the  redskins  -  they  gave  us  a  passle  of 
trouble  and  heartbreak  in  them  early  days.    But  after  the  treaties,  when  things 
got  peaceable,  most  of  us  buckled  down  to  improvin'  our  land  and  puttin'  up 
better  homes,  but  Jack  he  just  kep'  on  ridin'  through  the  hills,  huntin'  injuns, 
while  his  woman  ani  younguns  made  cut  as  best  they  could.    Guess  they'd  still 
be  livin'  in  a  half-faced  camp  if  the  neighbors  hadn't  pitched  in  and  built  'em 
a  proper  cabin.    (He  scans  the  hills  for  a  moment,  then  points  with  his  cane  to 
a  solitary  figure  on  horseback,  carrying  a  long  rifle,  riding  along  the  hillside 
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beyond  the  house.)    There  he  isl    There's  Jack  with  his  long  rifle,  searchin' 
for  3avages.    Pore  feller.    Wonder  what  memories  keep  a-goadin'  him  on  like  that. 
(He  shakes  his  head  and  falls  silent  as  though  thinking  deep  thoughts.) 
(During  Uncle  Dan's  preceding  words  the  slaves  working  at  the  tables  can  be 
heard  singinp  very  softly.    When  the  old  man  grows  silent  the  singing  increases 
in  volume  and  continues  for  several  minutes.    All  the  while  people  are  arriving 
on  foot  and  being  greeted.    The  women  gather  in  groups,  showing  their  children  to 
one  another  and  comparing  them  in  size,  while  the  men  tell  stories  with  gestures, 
and,  if  directors  wish,  pass  the  whiskey  jug.    During  this  interlude  little  Rich- 
ard can  pester  the  women  and  children  below  by  dangling  a  bug  on  a  string  from 
the  upstairs  window. 

The  singing  fades  out  on  a  plaintive  note  and  Uncle  Dan  stirs  from  his 
reverie.) 

Uncle  Dan:    There's  something  almighty  sad  about  the  singin'  of  the  blacks. 
Puts  me  in  mini  of  the  mournin'  of  a  she-wolf  caught  in  a  trap  far  from  her 
den  and  sorrowin'  for  her  young  and  the  wild  damp  sweetness  of  the  woody  hill- 
sides.   Old  Cap'n  Lincoln  used  to  say  that  there  weren't  nothin'  so  pitiful  as 
a  slave  'less'n  it  be  the  white  man  that  took  pride  in  ownin'  him.    A  man 
shouldn't  belong  to  nobody, 'ceptin'  to  God,  Cap'n  Lincoln  alius  said. 
Richard    who  has  buen  joined  by  a  couple  of  friends  leans  out  of  ths  window  and 
shouts:    The  parson's  a-comin' .    I  see  him  on  his  gray  horse  a-comin1  down  the 
Springfield  Road  I    And  there's  a  carriage  followin'  him  and  it's  plumb  full  of 
folks!    (He  begins  to  chant  and  the  other  boys  join  him.)    Every-body' s-comin'-to- 
the  weddin'.    Every-body' s  comin ' -to-the-weddin ' . 

Uncle  Dan:     The  ReverendHead  must  be  a-bringin'  his  whole  fambly  with  him, 
Whew-ee.    That'll  be  a  crowd  withouten  anybody  elsel 

Nancy'll  be  gla  I  Jesse  got  here.    She  pa'ticularly  wanted  to  be  married 
by  a  parson  and  told  Tom  so  t'other  day  just  before  he  and  Richard  Berry  left 


out  for  town  to  sign  the  marriage  bond.    And  Tom  said,  "Don't  you  worry,  Nancy. 
I'm  a-goin'  to  get  Jesse  Head  -  he's  a  preacher  and  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
He'll  tie  the  knot  real  tight,  I'll  wager." 

Tom  sure  sets  a  heap 'a  store  by  that  gall    Jest  can't  keep  away  from  her 
anymore 'n  a  bee  can  keep  away  from  a  honeysuckle  flower  1    VJhen  his  maw  moved 
to  Hardin  County  and  Tom  got  a  job  there  folks  figured  he'd  find  him  another 
gal  and  fergit  all  about  Nancy,    But  not  Tom.    He  kep'  a-comin'  back  to  court  her 
and  all  the  time  he  was  a-workin'  and  savin'  his  money.    I  reckon  Tom's  a  right 
fair  catch,  as  fellers  go  today.    I  jest  hopehe's  half  the  man  his  pappy  wasl 
(The  Heads  arrive,  Jesse  on  his  gray  horse,  his  wife  and  many  children  in  the 
carriage.    She  is  carrying  a  baby  which  one  of  the  women  takes  from  her  as  she 
alights  from  the  carriage.    One  of  her  older  boys  leads  the  horses  away  and  just 
as  the  hubbub  of  the  Heads'  arrival  is  dying  down  another  carriage  drives  in.  Both 
Francis  and  Elizabeth  Berry  come  out  of  the  house  and  Josiah  Lincoln  and  his 
wife  detach  themselves  from  the  crowd  to  greet  these  newcomers.) 
Uncle  Dan;    That  do  be  the  Widder  Lincoln  herself,  come  all  the  way  from  Eliza- 
bethtown  to  see  Tom  married'.    (He  stands  up  and  cranes  his  neck*)    Must  be  Tom's 
sisters,  Mary  and  Ann,  ani  their  husbanis  that  come  with  her.    They  ain't  changed 
much  since  I  saw  'em  last.    Veil,  we're  jest  about  to  get  all  the  kinfolks 
here.    Soon  as  Tom  comes  we  kin  have  us  a  weddin1. 

(The  children  have  been  playing  together  as  the  crowd  gathers  and  now  they  do 
a  simple  country  dance  to  the  tune  of  a  song  which  they  sing.    Little  Mary  Berry 
breaks  away  from  the  other  children  and  runs  over  to  Uncle  Dan.    It  is  apparent 
from  her  attitude  that  he  is  her  friend  and  confidant,) 

Mary:    Uncle  Dan,  where  have  you  been  hidin'?    I've  been  lookin'  for  you  all  the 
day.    (She  gets  down  on  her  knees  beside  him.)    I  want  to  tell  you  about  Nancy's 
dress  -  such  a  beautiful  dress  as  I  never  did  seel    Mary  Gregory  Litsey  made  it 
and  it's  got  flowers  all  over  -  like  as  if  they  was  growin'  there  -  and  a  real 
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lace  collar  that  Mary  Litsey's  maw  brought  from  over  the  mountains!    And  Aunt 
Polly's  goin'  to  let  Nancy  wear  her  brooch  that  came  all  the  way  from  Virginnyl 
Uncle  Dan:    Well,  now,  sounds  like  our  Nancy's  £oin'  to  be  a  proper  dyked  out 
bride  I 

Mary  (plaintively):    I  ion't  want  her  to  be  a  bride,  Uncle  Dan!    I  don't  want 
Nancy  to  marry  Tom  Lincoln  and  go  away  from  us!    Nancy  tells  me  and  Richard 
stories  and  reads  to  us  out  of  the  Bible  -  Nancy  c'n  read  real  good,  Uncle  Dan. 
/aid  she  taupht  me  how  to  write  my  name  ani  say  the  alphabet.    And  she  promised 
to  teaoh  me  to  spin  flax.    Nancy  c'n  spin  the  longest,  smoothest  thread  of  any- 
body in  the  whole  county!    I  want  Nancy  to  stay  here  and  live  with  us  forever 
ani  forever! 

Uncle  Dan:      Nancy's  a  growed  woman,  child.    She  wants  a  home  of  her  own  and 
younguns  of  her  own  to  read  to  and  lam  how  to  write. 

Mary  (jumps  up  ani  stamps  foot  angrily):    I'll  wager  Tom  Lincoln  can't  build  her 

a  house  as  nice  as  ours.    And  her  younguns  won't  be  as  pretty  and  smart  as 
Richard  and  me! 

(Uncle  Dan  pats  the  child,  trying  to  soothe  her  ruffle i  temper.) 
Richard    (halfway  out  the  window,  points  excitedly  toward  the  shop)    I  see  Tom 
Lincoln  a-comin' .    Him  and  Cousin  Mordecai  are  ridin'  up  the  Chaplin  Road! 
(He  leans  so  far  out  that  a  woman  in  the  room  behind  him  grabs  him  to  keep  him 
from  falling)    Somebody's  ione  put  a  log  across  the  road  and  Tom's  horse  won't 
go  over  it! 

Mary  (hopefully):    Maybj  Tom  Lincoln' 11  fall  of  his  horse  and  get  killed  and 
then  there  won't  be  a  weddin'.    Or  maybe  old  Uncle  Jack  Hardin  will  think  Tom's 
an  injun  ani  shoot  him!    I  see  him  over  there  with  his  gun.     (Points  toward  hill) 
Uncle  Dan  (sternly):    Mary  Berry,  you  just  make  me  ashamed  of  you,  talkin'  like 
that.    Someday  you'll  grow  up  and  get  married.    How'd  you  like  it  if 'n  some 
youngun  was  a-wishin'  bal  luck  on  yore  beau?    Now  get  on  in  that  house  and  tell 
Nancy  Tom's  a-corain' . 
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(Mary  walks  slowly  toward  the  house.    One  of  the  lancing  children  grabs  her  and 
whirls  her  around  a  time  or  two  as  she  passes.    The  dancing  can  continue  until 
Tom  and  Mordecai  come  in  view  when  the  children  will  stop  to  stare  in  awe  at 
Tom  in  his  wedding  finery.) 

Uncle  Dan:    Val,  now,  just  look  at  Tom  Lincoln,  would  youi    Dressed  up  like  a 
Lexington  lawyer,  he  be I    Paid  most  nine  dollars  fer  his  hat,  Mordecai  told  me, 
and  had  that  coat  made  special  down  in  Elizabethtown.    Pure  cassimere.  Mordecai 
said,  whatever  that  be.    And  Tom  plunked  down  two  dollars  fer  fancy  suspenders, 
jest  to  hold  his  breeches  up!    A  piece  of  hemp  rope  woulda  done  as  good  I 

VTonder  what  old  Abraham  would  think,  could  he  see  Tom  now.    Buckskins  is 
what  old  Abe  wore,  like  all  the  rest  of  us.    And  never  had  more'n  one  suit  at  a 
time.    Summer  and  winter  we'd  wear  'em  till  they  got  so  high  a  body  couldn't 
stand  hisself,  and  then  he'd  strip  off  in  the  creek  and  scour  hisself  and  his 
clothes  till  he  was  iecent  aginl  Vre  hai  more  important  things  on  our  minds  than 
hats  and  suspenders  and  cassimere  coats  I 

(Tom  and  Mordecai  ride  up  to  the  house  and  dismount.    Tom  is  carrying  a  small 
bunch  of  red  roses  in  one  hand.    Several  of  the  children  join  hands  and  dance  in 
a  circle  around  him  as  he  moves  toward  the  house.    As  he  starts  up  the  steps, 
Sarah  Mitchell  Thompson  comes  to  the  doorway,  smilinply  barring  the  way.  He 
cranes  his  neck,  tryinp  to  see  Nancy,  then  gives  the  flowers  to  Sarah  indicating 
they  are  for  Nancy,    Mrs,  Lincoln  anl  daughters  come  out  of  the  house  to  pxeet 
Tom,  and  Crume,  Brumfield,  and  others  come  forward  to  shake  his  hand  and  look  at 
him  admiringly.) 

Uncle  Dan:    Looks  like  jest  ab^ut  everbody's  hers.    Them  as  ain't  had  better  get 
a  move  on  'em.     (He  looks  up  at  the  sun.)    The  sun  says  it's  time  fer  vittles, 
and  so  does  my  stummickl 

(Little  Richard  Berry  who  disappeared  from  the  window  after  Tom's  arrival,  cata- 
pults out  the  front  door  and  runs  around  to  the  farm  bell  at  the  side.    It  is 
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apparent  that  he  has  been  promised  the  privilege  of  ringinp  the  bell  before  the 
wedding.    vTiile  the  ball  is  ringing,  Edna,  with  her  dulcimer,  takes  her  place  on 
the  bench  before  the  house.    She  sings  several  love  songs  while  the  final  prep- 
arations are  made  ani  the  guests  shift  into  position  for  the  wedding.  The  Berrys, 
Sparrows,  and  Lincolns  are  close  to  the  steps  on  the  right  side  of  the  house; 
Rev.  Head,  Mordecai,  and  Torn  on  the  right  side.    As  the  notes  of  the  last 
song  lie  away  there  is  a  moment  of  complete  silence,  then  Nancy  appears  in  the 
doorway.    She  stands  there  a  few  seconds,  smiling  at  Tom,  then  descends  steps, 
followed  by  Sarah.    Nancy  and  Tom  take  their  places,  Sarah  and  Mordecai  behind 
them,  and  the  Rev.  Head  steps  to  his  position  on  the  lower  step  of  the  house.  ) 

CEREMONY 

(After  the  last  Amen,  Edna  plays  a  few  bars  on  her  dulcimer.    Then  suddenly,  the 
fiddlers  start  a  gay  tune  and  the  tempo  of  the  gathering  changes.    The  young  men 
surround  Tom  while  the  girls  and  children  encircle  Nancy,  the  idea  being  to  keep 
the  couple  separated.    The  older  women  join  the  slaves  in  putting  the  final 
touches  to  the  feast.    There  can  be  several  minutes  of  horseplay  and  shenanigans. 
When  the  meal  is  ready  Tom  and  Nancy  leal  the  way  to  the  tables.    They  are  still 
being  kept  apart  and  have  to  go  down  opposite  sides  of  the  tables.    Several  of 
the  cider  men  are  in  charge  of  the  jugs  or  barrel,  and  Uncle  Dan,  being  the 
oldest  guest,  raises  the  first  toast  to  the  newly  wedded  couple.) 
Uncle  Dan :    "Health  to  the  groom,  not  forgettin'  myself;  ani  here's  to  the  bride, 
tbumpin1  luck  ani  big  children 1" 

(The  guests  all  cheer  and  clap  Tom  on  the  back.    Uncle  Dan,  with  a  plate  of  food 
and  a  gourd  of  liquor,  settles  into  his  old  place  by  the  tree.) 
Uncle  Dan:    Bear  meat,  venison,  wild  turkey,  duck  -  it's  been  a  long  time  since 
I  last  seen  so  much  meat.    'Twarn't  so  long  ago  that  a  man  around  these  parts 
counted  hisself  lucky  if  he  had  a  piece  of  corn  pone  to  eat  and  a  little  fresh 


meat  -  'specially  if  there  was  salt  fer  the  meat!    (He  chews  meditatively  for  a 
few  moments.)  The  Berrys  air  a-givin'  Nancy  a  proper  send-off  -  this' 11  be  a  day 
fer  her  to  remember  all  her  life  through  and  to  tell  about  to  her  youngunsl 
(The  fiddles  tune  up  again  an  I  the  lancing  begins.    Nancy  and  Tom  lead  out  the 
first  set,  then  Nancy  goes  into  the  house  to  change  her  clothes,  while  Tom  goes 
to  see  about  his  horses.    Vhen  the  dancing  stops  he  leads  the  horses  up  to  the 
front  door.    One  is  heavily  laden  with  household  goods  and  personal  belongings; 
he  and  Nancy  will  ride  on  others. 

Nancy  comes  out  of  the  house  in  her  traveling  clothes.    Her  kinsfolk 
embrace  her  anl  give  last-minute  messages.    Tom  helps  her  to  mount,  then  shakes 
hands  all  around  zni  takes  his  mother  in  his  arms.    Francis  Berry  inspects  the 
fastenings  on  the  pack  horse.    Tom  mounts  his  horse  and  c'mid  shouted  farewells 
they  start  off.    The  proup  follows  them  tr  the  edge  of  the  hill  and  stand  waving 
as  the  horses  cross  the  little  stream  and  go  up  the  hillside  opposite.  ) 

EPILOGUE 


A    DAY    IN  JUNE 
(Epilogue) 


And  so,  on  a  lay  in  June,  Nancy  and  Thomas  Lincoln  rode  away,  across 
the  green  meadow  where  they  had  playel  together  in  the  days  of  their  childhood 
ani  up  the  hill  where  they  had  picked  wild  strawberries  anl  hunt el  for  beech- 
nuts and  gathered  the  frost-ripened  persimmons.    Behind  them  they  left  the 
security  of  friends  and  loving  kinsmen  an1  the  staunch  log  walls  of  the  homes 
that  hal  given  them  shelter.    Kith  them  went  their  few  belongings  -  a  quilt  or 
two,  some  extra  clothing,  an  iron  kettle,  a  cherished  Bible.    Scant  furnish- 
ings even  for  the  one  room  log  cabin  that  was  to  be  their  homel    Aheai  of  them 
lay  toil  and  trouble,  frustration  and  disappointment,  poverty,  illness  and  un- 
timely death.    Ahead  of  them,  too,  lay  an  immortal  glory  to  be  reflected  upon 
thsir  memory  by  a  man  as  yet  unborn,  a  man  who  would  bear  their  name.    But  all 
this,  of  course,  they  iid  not  know  on  that  day  in  June  when  they  rode  away 
together,  across  the  meadow  ani  over  the  hill  --------- 

(The  dulcimer  plays  again  and  the  wedding  guests  go  quietly  down  the  hill  and 
behind  the  Nancy  Hanks  monument* ani  on  out  of  view  of  the  audience.) 


LINCOLN 
HOMESTEAD 


Springfield,  Kentucky 

LINCOLN  CABIN 
BERRY  HOUSE 

BLACKSMITH  SHOP 


LINCOLN  HOMESTEAD 
State  Park 


The  park  is  located  six  miles  north  of  Spring- 
field, off  Kentucky  Highway  55. 

A  replica  of  the  log  cabin  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
grandfather  of  the  Great  Emancipator,  is  situated 
on  the  site  where  he  lived  in  1782.   Another  log 
house,  the  one  in  which  Nancy  Hanks  lived  during 
her  courtship  with  Thomas  Lincoln,  has  been 
moved  and  rebuilt  at  the  shrine.  The  President's 
grandfather  was  killed  by  Indians,  but  his  grand- 
mother continued  to  live  in  Washington  County, 
where  she  reared  five  chi  ldren,one  of  them  Thomas, 
father  of  the  Civil  War  leader.    The  two  cabins 
are  filled  with  pioneer  relics  of  the  Lincoln  age. 
Split  rail  fences  are  situated  in  the  park. 

A  gift  shop  and  excellent  golfcourse  are  also 
located  here. 

ADMISSION  TO  PARK 
Adults  25<f  Children  10* 

HISTORY  OF 
LINCOLN  HOMESTEAD  STATE  PARK 

Lincoln  Homestead  State  Park  is  six  miles 
North  of  Springfield,  the  county  seat  of  Washing- 
ton County,  Kentucky.   Springfield  is  located  on 
U.  S.  Highway  No.  150,  and  on  Kentucky  High- 
ways No.  55,  53,  and  152.   The  shortest  route  to 
the  park  is  over  Highway  ^5  which  leaves  Spring- 
field at  the  intersection  of  Main  and  Cross  Streets.- 
The  Washington  County  Court  House,  erected  in 
1816,  is  located  at  this  intersection. 

Located  in  the  orignal  Lincoln  County  of 
Kentucky,  Lincoln  Homestead  State  Park  was 
dedicated  in  1943,  and  contains,  among  other 
things,  a  replica  of  the  first  Lincoln  home  in 
Kentucky,  in  which  Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of 
the  President,  was  reared,  and  the  Francis  Berry 
home  in  which  Abraham  Lincoln's  parents  were 
married.  Washington  County  is  the  repository  of 
much  Lincoln  history,  tradition  and  data. 


In  1782,  ten  years  before  Kentucky  became  a 
state,  the  grandfather  of  Abraham  Lincoln  built 
a  home  on  a  small  creek  that  became  known  as 
Lincoln's  Run.  In  company  with  other  pioneer 
families,  he,  his  wife  Bersheba,  and  five  chil- 
dren came  from  Virginia  to  settle  on  a  100-acre 
tract  of  land  conveyed  to  him  by  Richard  Berry, 
Sr.,  from  his  grant  of  600  acres. 

While  hunting  in  the  vicinity  of  his  cabin, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Sr.  was  killed  by  an  Indian  in 
1788,  and  was  buried  nearby.  His  widow  and 
children  lived  in  the  original  home  until  1802. 

Near  Lincoln  Homestead  State  Park  is  the 
home  of  Richard  Berry,  Sr.,  whose  wife,  Rachel 
Shipley  Berry,  was  the  aunt  of  Nancy  Hanks, 
who  came  to  live  in  the  Berry  home  in  1790. 
Nancy  Hanks  remained  fn  the  Richard  Berry  home 
until  the  death  of  her  aunt  in  1804,  when  she  went 
to  the  home  of  her  cousin,  Francis  Berry,  where 
she  was  married  to  Thomas  Lincoln  on  June  12, 
1806. 


Memorial  to  Nancy  Hanks  L  incoln  — Springfield,  Ky. 


In  the  County  Clerk's  Office  in  Springfield  are 
the  marriage  bond  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  signed  by 
him  and  Richard  Berry,  Jr.,  and  the  minister's 
certificate  of  the  Reverend  Jesse  Head,  who  per- 
formed the  ceremony.  Other  records  include  tax 
lists  and  original  signatures  and  marriage  bonds 
of  other  members  of  the  Lincoln  family.  An  of- 
ficial document  showing  that  the  President's 
grandfather,  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  a  resident  of 
Washington  County  at  the  time  he  was  killed,  is 
the  appraisement  of  his  estate  in  1789,  which  is 
filed  in  the  County  Clerk's  Office  at  Bardstown, 
Kentucky.  At  that  time,  Washington  County  was 
a  part  of  Nelson  County. 


After  you  visit  Lincoln  Homestead,  here  are 
other  state  parks  you  will  enjoy. 


WILLIAM  WHITLEY  HOUSE  Stanford 

CONSTITUTION  SQUARE  Danville 

FORT  HARROD  Harrodsburg 

MY  OLD  KENTUCKY  HOME  Bardstown 

LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  Hodgenville 

PERRYVILLE  BATTLEFIELD  Perryville 

LAKE  CUMBERLAND  STATE  PARK  Jamestown 

CUMBERLAND  FALLS  STATE  PARK  Corbin 

ISAAC  SHELBY  MEMORIAL  Danville 


Other  Facilities  Available: 

Golf:  A  nine-hole  golf  course  is  located  at  the 
park.   There  is  also  a  club  house. 

Picnicking:  Picnicking  facilities  are  available, 
and  the  grounds  are  beautiful  at  every  season. 

Living  accommodations  and  eating  facilities  are 
available  in  nearby  Springfield.  Excellent  roads 
lead  into  the  area,  and  many  other  historical 
spots  are  located  nearby. 

Many  historic  homes  and  scenes  are  found  in  this 
vicinity.  The  nearby  countryside  is  typically 
Bluegrass.  Information  on  the  area  surrounding 
Lincoln  Homestead  may  be  obtained  at  the  park. 

A  souvenir  and  gift  shop  is  located  in  the  park. 
A  curator  is  on  duty  and  guided  tours  are  avail- 
able. 


HISTORY  OF  LINCOLN  HOMESTEAD  STATE  PARK 


Lincoln  Homestead  State  Park  is  six  miles  North  of  Springfield,  the  county  seat 
of  Washington  County,  Kentucky.     Springfield  is  located  on  U.  S-  Highway  No.  150  and 
on  Kentucky  Highways  No.  55;  53  and  152.    The  shortest  route  to  the  park  is  over  High- 
way 155  which  leaves  Springfield  at  the  intersection  of  Main  and  Cross  Streets.  The 
Washington  County  Court  House,  erected  in  l8l6,  is  located  at  this  intersection. 

Located  in  the  original  Lincoln  County  of  Kentucky,  Lincoln  Homestead  State  Park 
was  dedicated  in  193^;  and  contains,  among  other  things,  a  replica  of  the  first  Lincoln 
home  in  Kentucky,  in  which  Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  the  President,  was  reared,  and 
the  Francis  Berry  home  in  which  Abraham  Lincoln's  parents  were  married.  Washington 
County  is  the  repository  of  much  Lincoln  history,  tradition,  and  data. 

In  1782,  ten  years  before  Kentucky  became  a  state,  the  grandfather  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  built  a  home  on  a  small  creek  that  became  known  as  Lincoln's  Run.     In  company 
with  other  pioneer  families,  he,  his  wife  Bersheba,  and  five  children  came  from  Virginia 
to  settle  on  a  100-acre  tract  of  land  conveyed  to  him  by  Richard  Berry,  Sr.,  from  his 
grant  of  600  acres- 

While  hunting  in  the  vicinity  of  his  cabin,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Sr.,  was  killed  by 
an  Indian  in  1788,  and  was  buried  nearby.    His  widow  and  children  lived  in  the  original 
heme  until  l802- 

Near  Lincoln  Homestead  State  Park  is  the  home  of  Richard  Berry,  Sr.,  whose  wife, 
Rachel  Shipley  Berry,  was  the  aunt  of  Nancy  Hanks,  who  came  to  live  in  the  Berry  home 
in  1790-    Nancy  Hanks  remained  in  the  Richard  Berry  home  until  the  death  of  her  aunt 
in  1804,  when  she  went  to  the  home  of  her  cousin,  Francis  Berry,  where  she  was  married 
to  Thomas  Lincoln  on  June  12,  1806. 

In  the  County  Clerk's  Office  in  Springfield  are  the  marriage  bond  of  Thomas 
Lincoln,  signed  by  him  and  Richard  Berry,  Jr.,  and  the  minister's  certificate  of 
the  Reverend  Jesse  Head,  who  performed  the  ceremony.     Other  records  include  tax 
lists  and  original  signatures  and  marriage  bonds  of  other  members  of  the  Lincoln 
family.    An  official  document  showing  that  the  President's  grandfather,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  was  a  resident  of  Washington  County  at  the  time  he  was  killed,  is  the 
appraisement  of  his  estate  in  1789,  which  is  filed  in  the  County  Clerk's  Office 
at  Bardstown,  Kentucky.    At  that  time,  Washington  County  was  a  part  of  Nelson 
County • 
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